
Facing Diplomacy: United States African
American Diplomat Sources

Stories and resources centered around the unique experiences, challenges, and
achievements of diverse American diplomats.

*This resource will be periodically updated*

General Information:
● Blakely, Allison.  “Blacks in the U.S. Diplomatic and Consular Services,

1869-1924.”  In African Americans in U.S. Foreign Policy:  From the Era of
Frederick Douglass to the Age of Obama, eds. Linda Heywood, et al. (Urbana:
University of Illinois Press, 2015):13-29.

● Krenn, Michael L.  “Black U.S. Ambassadors, 1949-1988,” Diplomatic History
14:1 (Winter 1990):131-141.

● Krenn, Michael L. Black Diplomacy:  African Americans and the State
Department, 1945-1969.  Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe, 1999.

● Miller, Jake C. The Black Presence in American Foreign Affairs.  Washington, DC:
University Press, of America, 1978.

● The Records Relating to Equal Opportunity Employment and Minority
Employment in the Department of State, 1943-1966 are found in Record
Group 59, General Records of the Department of State, National Archives.

● Distinguished African Americans at the Department of State (2008)

Abercrombie-Winstanley, Gina
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Iraq, Indonesia, Egypt, Tunisia, Israel, National Security Council detail,
United Nations, Saudi Arabia

● U.S. Ambassador to Malta (2012-2016)
Additional Online Resources

● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast
● “Lessons from a Diplomat,” Carnegie Mellon University

Adams Jr., Samuel Clifford
Overseas Diplomatic Service
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https://2009-2017.state.gov/s/d/rm/rls/perfrpt/2008/html/112148.htm
https://2001-2009.state.gov/s/ct/rls/bio/106237.htm
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/abercrombie-winstanley-gina-k
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/abercrombie-winstanley-gina-kay-1957/#:~:text=Gina%20Abercrombie%2DWinstanley%2C%20the%20first,and%20her%20father%20an%20attorney.
https://www.cmu.edu/ips/news-and-events/gina-abercrombie-winstanley-virtual-event.html


● U.S. Ambassador to Niger (1968-1969)
Primary Sources

● Documents and Memoirs Georgetown University Archival Resources
● The Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training Oral History

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian

Secondary Sources

● “Samuel Clifford Adams Jr., Hon.” 2005. Who’s Who Among African
Americans.http://search.ebscohost.com.proxy006.nclive.org/login.aspx?direct
=true&db=edsgbc&AN=edsgcl.1645500003&site=eds-live&scope=site

Aggrey, Rudolph O.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Nigeria, France, the Congo
● U.S. Ambassador to Senegal and Gambia (1973-1977)
● U.S. Ambassador to Romania (1977-1981)

Primary Sources
● The Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training Oral History

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Secondary Sources

● Former ambassador Rudolph Aggrey honored at Syracuse University. (1984,
November 12). Jet, 67, 28.

● MASSAQUOI, H. J. (1976). O. Rudolph Aggrey: our man in Dakar. Ebony, 31,
74.

Akuetteh, Cynthia
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Niger, Tanzania, Canada, Burkina Faso, Côte D’Ivoire
● U.S. Ambassador to Gabon and Sao Tome and Principe (2014-2018)

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Alexander, Leslie
Overseas Diplomatic Service
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https://findingaids.library.georgetown.edu/repositories/15/archival_objects/1224317
https://www.adst.org/OH%20TOCs/Adams,%20Samuel%20Clifford,%20Jr.toc.pdf?_ga=2.76646039.364112140.1612838888-131030654.1611766460
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/adams-samuel-clifford
http://www.adst.org/OH%20TOCs/Aggrey,%20Rudolph.toc.pdf?_ga=2.86566298.364112140.1612838888-131030654.1611766460
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/aggrey-orison-rudolph
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/aggrey-orison-rudolph-1926-2/
https://2009-2017.state.gov/r/pa/ei/biog/236745.htm
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/akuetteh-cynthia-helen
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/akuetteh-cynthia-helen-1948/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/alexander-leslie-m


● Guyana, Norway, Poland, Spain, Italy, Haiti
● U.S. Ambassador to Mauritius (1993-1996)
● U.S. Ambassador to Ecuador (1996-1999)
● U.S. Ambassador to Haiti (1999-2000)

Primary Sources
● The Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training Oral History

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian

Allen, Bernadette M.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Burundi, Philippines, Japan, China, Canada
● U.S. Ambassador to Niger (2005-2010)

Additional Online Resources
● BlackPast
● “An Ambassador Comes Home,” Central College Interview

Alsup, Carolyn
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to Gambia (2015-2018)

Anyaso, Claudia
Diplomatic Service and Civil Service at U.S. Department of State

● 1968-2009
Primary Sources

● The Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training Oral History
Secondary Sources

● CLAUDIA E ANYASO (ed.), Fifty Years of U.S. Africa Policy: Reflections of
Assistant Secretaries of African Affairs and U.s. Embassy Officials (Xlibris,
Corp., 2001)

Austin, Roy L.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to Trinidad and Tobago (2001-2009)
Additional Online Resources

● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast
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https://www.adst.org/OH%20TOCs/Alexander,%20Leslie%20M.toc.pdf?_ga=2.86101530.364112140.1612838888-131030654.1611766460
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/alexander-leslie-m
https://2001-2009.state.gov/r/pa/ei/biog/63678.htm
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/allen-bernadette-mary-1955/
https://central.edu/profiles/about/bernadette-allen-78/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/alsup-carolyn-patricia
https://diplomacy.state.gov/explore-online-exhibits/herdiplomacy/claudia-anyaso/
https://adst.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/Anyaso-Claudie-E.toc_.pdf
https://imusic.dk/page/artist/Claudia%20E%20Anyaso
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/austin-roy-l
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/austin-roy-l-1939/


Avant, Nicole
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to the Bahamas (2009-2011)
Additional Online Resources

● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Baltimore III, Richard Lewis
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Portugal, Zambia, South Africa, Egypt, Hungary, Costa Rica, Saudi Arabia,
Afghanistan

● U.S. Ambassador to the Sultanate of Oman (2002-2006)
Additional Online Resources

● BlackPast

Baquet III, Charles R.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● France, China, Lebanon, South Africa
● U.S. Ambassador to Djibouti (1991-1993)

Media Resources
● CSPAN Program as Deputy Director of the Peace Corps

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Secondary Sources

● Derrick K. Hudson, and III Charles R. Baquet. 1996. “A New Beginning: The
U.S. Peace Corps and South Africa: An Interview with Peace Corps Deputy
Director Charles R. Baquet III.” Africa Today 43 (2): 199–203.

Primary Sources

● Baquet, Charles R., III. 1997. “Finding My Village: At Home in the Peace
Corps and in the World.” American Visions 12 ( June): 20–23.

Barnes, Shirley Elizabeth
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Egypt, Senegal, France, East Berlin, Germany
● U.S. Ambassador to Madagascar (1998-2001)

Primary Sources
● The Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training Oral History
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https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/avant-nicole-a
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/avant-nicole-1968/
https://2001-2009.state.gov/outofdate/bios/b/14304.htm
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/baltimore-richard-lewis-iii-1947/
https://www.c-span.org/video/?162909-5/us-peace-corps&event=162909&playEvent
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/baquet-charles-r
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/baquet-charles-r-iii-1941/
https://www.adst.org/OH%20TOCs/Barnes,%20Shirles%20Elizabeth.toc.pdf?_ga=2.89850393.364112140.1612838888-131030654.1611766460


Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Barr, Joyce A.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Sweden, Hungary, Kenya, Sudan, Turkmenistan, Malaysia
● U.S. Ambassador to Namibia (2004-2007)
● Assistant Secretary for Administration (2001-2017)

Media Resources
● Management Matters Podcast (October 2020)

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Bassett, Ebenezer Don Carlos-First African American Chief of Mission
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Minister to Haiti (1869-1877)
Media Resources

● National Museum of American Diplomacy program, African American
Pioneer Diplomats:  Ebenezer Bassett and Frederick Douglass

● National Museum of American Diplomacy program, African American
Trailblazers in Diplomacy

Secondary Sources
● Christopher Teal, Hero of Hispaniola:  America’s First Black Diplomat, Ebenezer

D. Bassett (Westport, CT:  Praeger Publishers, 2008).
● Nancy Gordon Heinl, “America’s First Black Diplomat,” Foreign Service

Journal (August, 1973).
● Mary J. Mycek, Marian K. O’Keefe, Carolyn B. Ivanoff, Ebenezer D. Bassett

(1833-1908) (Valley Historical Research Committee, Derby, CT:  Reprinted
by the Amistad Committee, Inc., 2008).

Primary Sources
● National Archives and Records Administration

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● Central Connecticut State University Bassett History and Timeline

Bean, Maurice D.
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https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/barnes-shirley-elizabeth
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/barnes-shirley-1938/
https://www.listennotes.com/podcasts/management-matters/diplomacy-in-a-changing-vo-c0rTgtH8/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/barr-joyce-a
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/barr-joyce-1951/
https://diplomacy.state.gov/u-s-diplomacy-stories/ebenezer-d-bassett-champion-of-human-rights/
https://2017-2021.state.gov/African-American-Pioneer-Diplomats//index.html
https://2017-2021.state.gov/African-American-Pioneer-Diplomats//index.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I4c3qknTuBI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I4c3qknTuBI
https://uat.research.archives.gov/id/10458652
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/bassett-ebenezer-don-carlos
https://www.ccsu.edu/bassett/biography.html


Overseas Diplomatic Service
● Indonesia, Thailand, Philippines, Nigeria, Liberia
● U.S. Ambassador to Burma (1977-1979)

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Bernicat, Marcia S.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Mali, France, Morocco, Barbados
● U.S. Ambassador to Senegal and Guinea-Bissau (2008-2011)
● U.S. Ambassador to Republic of Bangladesh (2014-2018)

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Bishop, Ph.D., Clyde
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Italy, Hong Kong, India, Brazil, Korea, Dominican Republic
● U.S. Ambassador to the Republic of Marshall Islands (2007-2009)

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Bolen, David - First African American Diplomat to Serve in a Communist Nation
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Liberia, Pakistan, Ghana, West Germany, Yugoslavia
● U.S. Ambassador to Swaziland, Lesotho, and Botswana (1974-1976)
● U.S. Ambassador the the German Democratic Republic (1977-1980)

Secondary Sources
● David B. Bolen, Running Down the Dream: My Journey from the Bayou to the

Boardroom (self-published, available online, 2017).
Primary Sources

● Stanford University David Benjamin Bolen Papers
● International Society of Olympic Historians Audio Interview

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

6

https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/bean-maurice-darrow
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/bean-maurice-darrow-1928-2009/
https://www.state.gov/biographies/marcia-bernicat/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/bernicat-marcia-stephens-bloom
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/bernicat-marcia-stephens-bloom-1957/
https://2001-2009.state.gov/r/pa/ei/biog/81543.htm
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/bishop-clyde
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/bishop-clyde-1942/
https://oac.cdlib.org/findaid/ark:/13030/kt4779q0nn/entire_text/
https://isoh.org/archives-oral-history-audio-recordings/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/bolen-david-benjamin
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/bolen-david-benjamin-1923/


● Ambassador Bolen first U.S. Ambassador to Serve in a Communist Nation
● Olympic Career

Bost, Eric M.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to South Africa (2006-2009)
Additional Online Resources

● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Boswell, William- Appointed as an FSS during the Truman administration, to
Liberia; and then appointed to the Foreign Service under Eisenhower
Secondary Sources

● “5 Get Foreign Service Jobs Hiking Total to 34,” Baltimore Afro-American (28
Feb. 1948):18.

Primary Sources
● Department of State, “A Chronology of Key Negro Appointments in the

Department of State and the Foreign Service, 1869-1969.” (Washington:  DS,
1969).

Brazeal, Aurelia E - First African American woman to be appointed Ambassador
by three presidential administrations
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Argentina, Japan
● U.S. Ambassador to Micronesia (1990-1993)
● U.S. Ambassador to Kenya (1993-1996)
● U.S. Ambassador to Ethiopia (2002-2005)

Secondary Sources
● George, Atim Eneida, "Generative Leadership and the Life of Aurelia Erskine

Brazeal, a Trailblazing African American Female Foreign Service Officer"
(2020). Dissertations & Theses.

Primary Sources
● The Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training Oral History

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast
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https://diplomacy.state.gov/diplomacy-despite-the-wall/
https://www.colorado.edu/coloradan/2020/06/01/cus-first-olympian
https://2001-2009.state.gov/r/pa/ei/biog/69265.htm
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/bost-eric-m
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/bost-eric-m-1952/
https://aura.antioch.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1559&context=etds
https://aura.antioch.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1559&context=etds
https://aura.antioch.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1559&context=etds
http://www.adst.org/OH%20TOCs/Brazeal.Aurelia.E.pdf?_ga=2.11944948.1180746166.1613506967-131030654.1611766460
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/brazeal-aurelia-erskine
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/brazeal-aurelia-erskine-1943/


Bridgewater, Pamela
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● South Africa, Bahamas
● U.S. Ambassador to Benin (2000-2002)
● U.S. Ambassador to Ghana (2005-2008)
● U.S. Ambassador to Jamaica (2010-2013)

Media Resources
● The Ambassador Meets Usain Bolt

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast
● The University of the West Indies Public Lecture

Britton Jr., Theodore R.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Special Representative to Antigua, Dominica, St, Christopher, Nevis,
Anguilla, St. Vincent, St. Lucia

● U.S. Ambassador to Barbados and Grenada (1974-1977)
Primary Sources

● The Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training Oral History
● The Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training Oral History

Media Resources
● “Marine Britton Fought Racism, Perceptions in WWII and Korea,” The

Citizens
Additional Online Resources

● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Brown, Gayleatha B.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● France, Côte d'Ivoire, South Africa, Zimbabwe, Tanzania
● U.S. Ambassador to Benin (2006-2009)
● U.S. Ambassador to Burkina Faso (2009, did not serve under this

appointment)
Additional Online Resources

● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s5YtFBT8f7A
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/bridgewater-awkward-pamela-e
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/bridgewater-pamela-e-1947/
https://www.mona.uwi.edu/msbm/news/ambassador-pamela-bridgewaters-address-public-lecture-%E2%80%9Cwomen%E2%80%99s-leadership-transforming-self-com
https://www.adst.org/OH%20TOCs/Britton,%20Theodore%20R.%20Jr.toc%201981.pdf?_ga=2.217342934.1180746166.1613506967-131030654.1611766460
http://www.adst.org/OH%20TOCs/Britton,%20Theodore%20R.1989.toc.pdf?_ga=2.16007286.1180746166.1613506967-131030654.1611766460
https://www.rockdalenewtoncitizen.com/news/marine-britton-fought-racism-perceptions-during-wwii-korea/article_e9f36d31-5ab3-5d6a-bebe-8cd71ef80c5c.html
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/britton-theodore-roosevelt
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/britton-theodore-r-jr-1925/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/brown-gayleatha-beatrice
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/brown-gayleatha-beatrice-1947-2013/


Brown, Natalie
Diplomatic Overseas Service

● U.S. Ambassador to the Republic of Uganda (2019)

Brown, Sue K.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● France, Liberia, Kenya, Nigeria, Côte d’Ivoire, Indonesia, Ghana, Eritrea
● U.S. Ambassador to Montenegro (2001-2015)

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Bullen, Roland W.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Belize, Venezuela, Costa Rica, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Barbados
● U.S. Ambassador to Guyana (2003-2008)

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast
● Stabroek News

Bunche, Ph.D. Ralph J. (1904-1971) First African American Awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize in 1950
Overseas and Domestic Diplomatic Service

● Chief mediator of the 1948 Arab-Israeli Conflict
● Principal figure in the planning of the United Nations and the 1948 UN

Declaration of Human Rights
● Principal mediator of the 1956 Suez Canal Crisis

Media Resources
● National Museum of American Diplomacy program, African American

Trailblazers in Diplomacy
● American Diplomat Podcast:  Dr. Ralph J. Bunche

Secondary Sources
● Broadwater, Jeff.  “Ralph Bunche.”  In Notable U.S. Ambassadors Since 1775: A

Biographical Dictionary, ed. Cathal J. Nolan.  (Westport, CT:  Greenwood Press,
1997):42-47.
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https://www.state.gov/brown-natalie-e-republic-of-uganda-september-2019/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/brown-sue-katherine
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/sue-k-brown-1948/
https://2001-2009.state.gov/outofdate/bios/b/22869.htm
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/bullen-roland-wentworth
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/bullen-roland-wentworth-boniface-1944/
https://www.stabroeknews.com/2011/09/07/news/guyana/us-ambassador-feared-khan-attack-requested-more-protection/
https://diplomacy.state.gov/u-s-diplomacy-stories/ralph-j-bunche/
https://diplomacy.state.gov/u-s-diplomacy-stories/ralph-j-bunche/
https://www.un.org/en/sections/nobel-peace-prize/ralph-bunche-united-nations-mediator-palestine-during-1948-conflict/index.html
http://www.ralphbunche.com/education/pdf_resources/Bunche_module08.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I4c3qknTuBI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I4c3qknTuBI
https://amdipstories.org/ralph-bunche-accidental-diplomat/


● Dandridge, James. “Ralph J. Bunche:  UN Architect,” in Foreign Service
Journal, Sept. 2020

● Halila, Souad.  “The Intellectual Development and Diplomatic Career of
Ralph J. Bunche: The Afro-American, Africanist, and Internationalist.”  Ph.D.
dissertation, University of Southern California, 1988.

● Haskins, Jim. Ralph Bunche: A Most Reluctant Hero . New York: Hawthorn
Books, 1978.

● Mann, Peggy. Ralph Bunche: UN Peacemaker.  New York: Coward, McCann,
and Geoghegan, 1975.

● Morris, Lorenzo.  “African American Representatives in the United Nations:
From Ralph Bunche to Susan Rice.”  In African Americans in U.S. Foreign
Policy:  From the Era of Frederick Douglass to the Age of Obama, eds. Linda
Heywood, et al. (Urbana:  University of Illinois Press, 2015):177-199.

● Rivlin, Benjamin, ed. Ralph Bunche: The Man and His Times.  New York:
Holmes and Meier, 1990.

● Stewart, Jeffrey C.  “A New Negro Foreign Policy: The Critical Vision of
Alain Locke and Ralph Bunche.”  In African Americans in U.S. Foreign Policy:
From the Era of Frederick Douglass to the Age of Obama , eds. Linda Heywood, et
al. (Urbana:  University of Illinois Press, 2015):30-57.

● Touval, Saadia. The Peace Brokers:  Mediators in the Arab-Israeli Conflict,
1948-1979.  Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1982.

● Urquhart, Brian. Ralph Bunche: An American Life . New York: Norton, 1993.
● Urquhart, Brian. “Character Sketches:  Ralph Bunche”

Primary Sources
● Henry, Charles P., ed. Ralph Bunche: Selected Speeches and Writings.  Ann

Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1995
● Papers of Ralph Bunche, University Research Libraries, Department of

Special Collections, UCLA
Additional Online Resources

● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Burroughs, John-First State Department’s African American Passport Examiner
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● South Africa
● U.S. Ambassador to Malawi (1981-1984)
● U.S. Ambassador to Uganda (1988-1991)

Additional Online Resources
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https://www.afsa.org/ralph-j-bunche-un-architect
https://www.afsa.org/ralph-j-bunche-un-architect
https://news.un.org/en/spotlight/character-sketches-ralph-bunche-brian-urquhart
https://digital.library.ucla.edu/catalog/3cvg9000zz-89112
https://digital.library.ucla.edu/catalog/3cvg9000zz-89112
https://history.state.gov/search?q=Ralph+Bunche+&within=entire-site&sort-by=relevance
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/bunche-ralph-j-ca-1903-1971/


● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast
● “John A. Burroughs – From Tackling with the Philadelphia Eagles to

Tackling Equal Opportunity at the State Department,” The Association for
Diplomatic Studies and Training Online

Bush, Sr., Dwight L.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to the Kingdom of Morocco (2014-2017)
Media Resources

● C-SPAN
Additional Online Resources

● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Carrington, Walter C.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to Senegal (1980-1981)
● U.S. Ambassador to Nigeria (1993-1997)

Secondary Sources
● Walter C. Carrington and Edwin Dorn, Africa in the Minds and Deeds of Black

American Leaders ( Joint Center for Political and Economic Studies, 1991).
● Walter C. Carrington, A Duty to Speak:  Refusing to Remain Silent in a Time of

Tyranny (Nigerian Law Publications, 2010).
Primary Sources

● The Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training Oral History
Media Resources

● Africa Policy Journal Interview
Additional Online Resources

● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Carson, Beatrice W.-Appointed as FS clerk in 1948 to Liberia
Secondary Sources:

● “5 Get Foreign Service Jobs Hiking Total to 34,” Baltimore Afro-American (28
Feb. 1948):18.

Carson, Johnnie
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https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/burroughs-john-andrew
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/burroughs-jr-john-andrew-1936-2014/
https://adst.org/2018/02/john-a-burroughs-from-tackling-with-the-philadelphia-eagles-to-tackling-equal-opportunity-at-the-state-department/
https://adst.org/2018/02/john-a-burroughs-from-tackling-with-the-philadelphia-eagles-to-tackling-equal-opportunity-at-the-state-department/
https://adst.org/2018/02/john-a-burroughs-from-tackling-with-the-philadelphia-eagles-to-tackling-equal-opportunity-at-the-state-department/
https://2009-2017.state.gov/r/pa/ei/biog/225997.htm
https://www.c-span.org/person/?dwightbush
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/bush-dwight-lamar-sr
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/bush-dwight-l-1957/
http://www.adst.org/OH%20TOCs/Carrington,%20Walter.toc.pdf?_ga=2.251440966.1180746166.1613506967-131030654.1611766460
https://apj.hkspublications.org/walter-carrington/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/carrington-walter-c
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/carrington-walter-charles-1930/
https://2009-2017.state.gov/s/p/fapb/185578.htm#:~:text=U.S.%20Department%20of%20State&text=Ambassador%20Johnnie%20Carson%20is%20Senior,May%202009%20to%20March%202013.


Overseas Diplomatic Service
● Nigeria, Mozambique, Portugal, Botswana
● U.S. Ambassador to Uganda (1991-1994)
● U.S. Ambassador to Zimbabwe (1995-1997)
● U.S. Ambassador to Kenya (1999-2003)

Media Resources
● Film/Video “40 Years of Dedication to Africa”- Library of Congress

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Carter, Chester C.- Deputy Chief of Protocol, 1964
Secondary Sources

● “C.C. Carter a ‘First’ in Protocol Post,” Norfolk Journal and Guide (9 May 1964:
2.

● “Carter Given High State Dept. Post,” Baltimore Afro-American (9 May 1964): 1,
2.

Carter, James G.  Consular Service pre-Rogers; appointed to FS in 1924
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Madagascar, France

Carter, W. Beverly
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Kenya, Nigeria
● U.S. Ambassador to Tanzania (1972)
● U.S. Ambassador to Liberia (1976)
● Appointed Ambassador-at-Large (1979)

Primary Sources
● The Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training Oral History
● Library of Congress - W Beverly Carter Papers Collection 1924-1997
● Indiana University Images
● Howard University Images

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast
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https://www.loc.gov/item/webcast-5446/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/carson-johnnie
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/people-african-american-history/carson-johnnie-1943/
http://www.adst.org/OH%20TOCs/Carter,%20William%20Beverly%20Jr.toc.pdf?_ga=2.237979712.1180746166.1613506967-131030654.1611766460
https://catalog.loc.gov/vwebv/search?searchCode=LCCN&searchArg=mm2011085604&searchType=1&permalink=y
http://webapp1.dlib.indiana.edu/images/item.htm?id=http://purl.dlib.indiana.edu/iudl/lcp/whitten/VAC1139-00680
https://dh.howard.edu/cabell_Liberian/128/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/carter-william-beverly
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/carter-w-beverly-1921-1982/


● National Museum of African American History and Culture, Ambassador
Flag

Clarke, Sr., William D.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Japan, France, Germany, Ivory Coast, Egypt, Panama
● U.S. Ambassador to Eritrea (1998-2001)

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Cook, Will Mercer
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to Niger (1961-1964)
● Special Envoy to Senegal and Gambia (1964-1966)

Primary Sources
● Papers of Mercer Cook, Moorland-Spingarn Research Center, Howard

University
● The Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training Oral History

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Cooper, Jerome G.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to Jamaica (1994-1997)
Additional Online Resources

● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Danies, Joel
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to Gabon (2018-2019)
● U.S. Ambassador to Sao Tome and Principe (2018-2019)

Dandridge II, James T.L.
Overseas Diplomatic Service
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https://nmaahc.si.edu/object/nmaahc_A2019.45.1.1?destination=edan-search/collection_search%3Fedan_q%3D%252A%253A%252A%26edan_fq%255B0%255D%3Dplace%253A%2522Liberia%2522%26edan_local%3D1%26op%3DSearch
https://nmaahc.si.edu/object/nmaahc_A2019.45.1.1?destination=edan-search/collection_search%3Fedan_q%3D%252A%253A%252A%26edan_fq%255B0%255D%3Dplace%253A%2522Liberia%2522%26edan_local%3D1%26op%3DSearch
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/clarke-william-davis
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/william-d-clarke-1941/
https://dh.howard.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1047&context=finaid_manu
https://dh.howard.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1047&context=finaid_manu
http://www.adst.org/OH%20TOCs/Cook,%20Mercer.toc.pdf?_ga=2.237866816.1180746166.1613506967-131030654.1611766460
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/cook-mercer
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/cook-will-mercer-1903-1987/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/cooper-jerome-gary
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/cooper-j-gary-1936/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/danies-joel


Media Resources
● NMAD- African American Trailblazers in Diplomacy

Secondary Sources
● James Dandridge’s research on Dr. Bunche, Foreign Service Journal

Primary Sources
Additional Online Resources

Davis, Griffith J.-Senior Foreign Service Officer and Acclaimed Photographer
Overseas Diplomatic Service
Media Resources

● University of Central Florida Podcast; Dorothy Davis, “Lift Every Voice and
Sing”

Additional Online Resources
● “How My Dad Captured This Famous Photo of Martin Luther King Jr. Tampa

Bay Times
● Photographs and Archive
● “A Life in Photography,” ShareAmerica

Davis, John Warren.  Director of the Technical Cooperation Program in Liberia
(1952-1955), appointed by President Truman; delegate to UNESCO
Primary Sources

● Papers of John W. Davis, Moorland-Spingarn Research Center, Howard
University

Davis, Ruth A.-First Female African American Career Ambassador of the Senior
Foreign Service
Overseas Diplomatic and Domestic Service

● Democratic Republic of the Congo, Zaire, Kenya, Japan, Italy, Spain
● U.S. Ambassador to Benin (1992-1995)
● First African American Woman Appointed as Director General of the

Foreign Service
● First African American Career Ambassador of the Senior Foreign Service

Media Resources
● NMAD- African American Trailblazers in Diplomacy
● “Rise Like a Phoenix,” American Foreign Service Association Remarks (2016)

Additional Online Resources
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https://diplomacy.state.gov/event-recaps/african-american-trailblazers-in-diplomacy/
http://afsa.org/sites/default/files/flipping_book/0920/57/
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/knightshistorycast/10/
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/knightshistorycast/10/
https://www.tampabay.com/opinion/2020/01/17/how-my-dad-captured-this-famous-photo-of-martin-luther-king-jr-column/
https://www.tampabay.com/opinion/2020/01/17/how-my-dad-captured-this-famous-photo-of-martin-luther-king-jr-column/
https://www.griffdavis.com/
https://share.america.gov/griff-davis-life-in-photography-and-diplomacy/
https://dh.howard.edu/finaid_manu/53/
https://dh.howard.edu/finaid_manu/53/
https://diplomacy.state.gov/event-recaps/african-american-trailblazers-in-diplomacy/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9AXDPlhsGO0


● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● “A Foreign Service Trailblazer,” American Foreign Service Association (Sept.

2016)
● BlackPast

Dawson, Horace G.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Uganda, Nigeria, USIA Director Liberia (later all Africa), Philippines
● U.S. Ambassador to Botswana (1979-1982)

Primary Sources:
● The Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training Oral History
● Georgetown University Archival Resources Interview Manuscript

Media Resources
● THE JOURNEY:  “Ambassador Horace Dawson--Changing the Foreign

Service” WHUR
Additional Online Resources

● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Dean, William H.- Ph.D. in Economics, Harvard University; United Nations
Africa Unit Chief (1949-1952)
Secondary Sources

● W. M. Brewer, “William Henry Dean,” The Journal of Negro History 38:1 ( Jan.
1953):134-136

● Samuel L. Myers, “The Production of Black Ph.D.’s in Economics at Harvard,
1905-1955 Rev. Black Polit Econ. 44(1-2) 2017: 167-201.

Douglass, Frederick
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Minister to Haiti and Charge d'Affaires Dominican Republic (1889-1891)
Media Resources

● NMAD- The First African American Diplomats
Secondary Sources
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https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/davis-ruth-a
https://www.afsa.org/foreign-service-trailblazer-ambassador-ruth-davis
https://www.afsa.org/foreign-service-trailblazer-ambassador-ruth-davis
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/davis-ruth-1943/
http://www.adst.org/OH%20TOCs/Dawson,%20Horace%20G.Jr.toc.pdf?_ga=2.4632563.1180746166.1613506967-131030654.1611766460
https://findingaids.library.georgetown.edu/repositories/15/archival_objects/1231566
http://whur.com/podcasts/the-journey-ambassador-horace-dawson-changing-the-foreign-service/
http://whur.com/podcasts/the-journey-ambassador-horace-dawson-changing-the-foreign-service/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/dawson-horace-greeley
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/dawson-horace-g-1926/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6010050/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6010050/
https://diplomacy.state.gov/tag/diverse-diplomats/
https://diplomacy.state.gov/exhibits-programs/panel-the-first-african-american-diplomats/


● Daniel Brantley, “Black Diplomacy and Frederick Douglass’ Caribbean
Experiences, 1871 and 1889-1891:  The Untold History,” Phylon:  Vol. 45, No. 3
(3rd Atr., 1984): 197-209.

● Merlin Pitre, “Frederick Douglass and American Diplomacy in the
Caribbean,” Journal of Black Studies: Vol. 13, No. 4 ( Jun., 1983): 457-475.

● Sears, Louis Martin, “Frederick Douglass and the Mission to Haiti,
1889-1891,” The Hispanic Historical Review, Vol. 21, No. 2 (May, 1941), 222-236.

Primary Sources
● “Bienvenue à Port-au-Prince, Monsieur Douglass” National Archives and

Records Administration
● Douglass, Frederick, “Haiti and the United States. Inside History of the

Negotiations for the Mole St. Nicolas,” The North American Review, Vol. 153,
No. 418 (Sept., 1891), 337-345.

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Dudley, Edward (1911-2005)-First African American Appointed Ambassador
Rank
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Minister to Liberia (1948-1949)
● U.S. Ambassador to Liberia (1949-1953)

Media Resources:
● National Museum of American Diplomacy
● NMAD Artifact Collection Highlights
● African American Trailblazers in Diplomacy
● Racial Justice and Foreign Relations at the State Department
● Collection Highlights- NMAD

Secondary Sources
● Krenn, Michael L.  “Edward R. Dudley.”  In Notable U.S. Ambassadors Since

1775: A Biographical Dictionary , ed. Cathal J. Nolan. (Westport, CT:
Greenwood Press, 1997):88-93.

Primary Sources
● The Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training Oral History (1981)
● The Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training Oral History (1995)
● Papers of Edward R. Dudley, Amistad Research Century, Tulane University,

New Orleans, LA
Additional Online Resources
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https://prologue.blogs.archives.gov/2018/02/21/bienvenue-a-port-au-prince-monsieur-douglass/
https://prologue.blogs.archives.gov/2018/02/21/bienvenue-a-port-au-prince-monsieur-douglass/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/douglass-frederick-augustus-washington-bailey
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/douglass-frederick-1817-1895/
https://diplomacy.state.gov/?s=Edward+Dudley
https://diplomacy.state.gov/?s=Edward+Dudley
https://diplomacy.state.gov/artifact-collection-highlights/artifact-collection-highlights-ambassador-dudleys-passport-and-items-from-a-diplomatic-courier/
https://diplomacy.state.gov/event-recaps/african-american-trailblazers-in-diplomacy/
https://diplomacy.state.gov/event-recaps/notes-of-racial-justice-and-foreign-relations-at-the-state-department/
https://diplomacy.state.gov/stories-from-our-2019-collection/
https://www.adst.org/OH%20TOCs/Dudley,%20Edward%20Richard.toc%201981.pdf?_ga=2.30906812.2072535655.1530796019-1384652965.1527614446
https://adst.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Dudley-Edward-Richard-1995.pdf
https://amistad-finding-aids.tulane.edu/repositories/2/resources/250?fbclid=IwAR36KgZ4j702GwO-JWjUCtU1yKlK5O34m4-Cb3WkxlAaPKIyFnBC_H1aHEk
https://amistad-finding-aids.tulane.edu/repositories/2/resources/250?fbclid=IwAR36KgZ4j702GwO-JWjUCtU1yKlK5O34m4-Cb3WkxlAaPKIyFnBC_H1aHEk


● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Elam-Thomas, Harriet L.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Greece, United Nations, France, Senegal, Maili, Ivory Coast, Turkey, Belgium
● U.S. Ambassador to Senegal (2003-2005)

Primary Sources
● The Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training Biography
● The Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training Oral History

(2006/2017)
Media Resources

● PBS Global Perspectives 2018
● Paul Simon Public Policy Institute 2019

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Estrada, John
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to Trinidad and Tobago (2016-2017)
Additional Online Resources

● Military.com
● U.S. Department of State Archive

Evans, Melvin H.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to Trinidad and Tobago (1982-1984)
Congressional Career
Additional Online Sources

● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast
● U.S. Virgin Island “Melvin H. Evans Day” Proclamation Booklet

Ferguson, Jr., Clarence Clyde
Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to Uganda (1970-1972)
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https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/dudley-edward-richard
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/dudley-edward-richard-1911-2005/
https://2001-2009.state.gov/outofdate/bios/e/8835.htm
https://adst.org/oral-history/fascinating-figures/harriet-elam-thomas-career-well-served/
https://adst.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Elam-Thomas-Harriet-L.pdf
https://adst.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Elam-Thomas-Harriet-L.pdf
https://www.pbs.org/video/ambassador-harriet-elam-thomas-pcqasb/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PwZF_62z7HY
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/elam-thomas-harriet-l
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/elam-thomas-harriet-1941/
https://2009-2017.state.gov/r/pa/ei/biog/256858.htm
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2016/03/15/after-accomplished-career-former-marine-confirmed-as-ambassador.html
https://2009-2017.state.gov/r/pa/ei/biog/256858.htm
https://history.house.gov/People/Detail/12913
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/evans-melvin-h
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/evans-melvin-herbert-1917-1984/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/evans-melvin-h


Primary Sources
● Clarence Clyde Ferguson Papers, Harvard Library
● Clarence Clyde Ferguson Images, Harvard Library

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Fox Jr., Richard K.
Overseas Diplomatic and Highlighted Domestic Service

● Spain
● U.S. Ambassador to Trinidad and Tobago (1977-1981)
● Senior Deputy Inspector General of the U.S. Department of State

Primary Sources
● The Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Frazier, Jendayi E.
Overseas Diplomatic Service:

● U.S. Ambassador to South Africa 2004-2005
Additional Online Resources

● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Garnet, Henry Highland 1st African American to speak at the Capitol Building
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Minister to Liberia (1881-1882)
Additional Online Resources

● BlackPast
Primary source:

● Garnet’s speech to Congress
Secondary source:

● Schor, Joel. Henry Highland Garnet: A Voice of Black Radicalism in the Nineteenth
Century: His Anti-slavery and Civil Rights Role to 1865. Westport, CT:
Greenwood Press, 1977.

Gadsen, James Irving
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https://hollisarchives.lib.harvard.edu/repositories/5/resources/4505
https://hollisarchives.lib.harvard.edu/repositories/5/resources/6457
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/ferguson-clarence-clyde-jr
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/ferguson-clarence-clyde-jr-1924-1983/
http://www.adst.org/OH%20TOCs/Fox,%20Richard.toc.pdf?_ga=2.184839401.1180746166.1613506967-131030654.1611766460
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/fox-richard-kenneth
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/richard-k-fox-1925/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/frazer-jendayi-elizabeth
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/jendayi-e-frazer-1961/
https://www.blackpast.org/?s=Henry+Highland+Garnet
https://archive.org/details/memorialdiscourse00garn/page/n7/mode/2up


Overseas Diplomatic Service
● Taiwan, Hungary, US Mission to the EU, France
● U.S. Ambassador to Iceland (2002-2005)

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. State Department Office of the Historian
● BlackPast
● Academy of Diplomacy

Gaspard, Patrick
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to South Africa (2013-2016)
Additional Online Resources

● BlackPast
● Senate Testimony

George, John -Appointed to administrative position in Liberia as FS in 1948;
brother of William George
Secondary Sources:

● “5 Get Foreign Service Jobs Hiking Total to 34,” Baltimore Afro-American (28
Feb. 1948):18.

Garrett, Joyce Finley-First African American Woman to Join the U.S. Foreign
Service (1962)
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Venezuela (1962-1963)
Additional Online Resources

● 3 May 1962, Jet
● 1962 Department of State Newsletter

George, William
Secondary Sources

● “5 Get Foreign Service Jobs Hiking Total to 34,” Baltimore Afro-American (28
Feb. 1948):18.

Greener, Richard T.: First African-American graduate of Harvard University
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● India (appointed 1898), Russia (1898-1905)
Additional Online Resources

19

https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/gadsden-james-irvin
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/gadsden-james-i-1948/
https://www.academyofdiplomacy.org/member/james-i-gadsden/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/gaspard-patrick-1967/
https://www.foreign.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Gaspard_Testimony.pdf
https://www.elmwoodhistoriccemetery.org/biographies/joyce-finley-garrett/
https://www.elmwoodhistoriccemetery.org/biographies/joyce-finley-garrett/
https://books.google.com/books?id=eL0DAAAAMBAJ&pg=PA14&lpg=PA14&dq=Joyce+Finley+Garrett&source=bl&ots=daacbnNthZ&sig=ACfU3U0Cnr6VPYmIhtop2TV2AfmsPRD7zA&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwia-q29qfLuAhVlkuAKHboJCes4ChDoATADegQIBhAD#v=onepage&q=Joyce%20Finley%20Garrett&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=4o133EHWXJkC&pg=RA4-PA44&lpg=RA4-PA44&dq=Joyce+Finley+Garrett&source=bl&ots=ZSPyZXxmRZ&sig=ACfU3U0SYJ7P4MywtRV2wiLQ2BDron-o_A&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwia-q29qfLuAhVlkuAKHboJCes4ChDoATAEegQIBRAD#v=onepage&q=Joyce%20Finley%20Garrett&f=false


● BlackPast
● Richard T. Greener Memorial
● Harvard Biography

Haley, George Williford Boyce: One of the first African-Americans elected to the
Kansas Senate, brother of Alex Haley, author of Roots
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to Gambia (1998-2001)
Additional Online Resources

● BlackPast
● Afro-American Article
● State Department Office of the Historian

Media Sources
● History Makers Oral History

Haney, Stafford
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to Costa Rica (2015-2017)
Media Resources

● C-SPAN
Additional Online Resources

● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian

Hanson, Charles-Joined Foreign Service in 1948, served in Liberia under
Ambassador Dudley; one of the first to break through “the Negro Circuit,” a
phrase used to describe when Black officers were sent only to African nations in
the first half of the 20th century
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Liberia
● Switzerland

Harris, Patricia Roberts-First African American Woman Appointed as U.S.
Ambassador
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to Luxembourg (1965-1967)
Media Resources
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https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/greener-richard-t-1844-1922/
https://www.sc.edu/greener/
https://www.thecrimson.com/article/2020/9/17/richard-greener/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/haley-george-1925/
https://www.olender.com/articles/kunte-kinte-to-ambassador-george-w-haley/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/haley-george-williford-boyce
https://www.thehistorymakers.org/biography/george-haley-38
https://www.c-span.org/person/?staffordhaney
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/haney-stafford-fitzgerald
https://diplomacy.state.gov/people/patricia-roberts-harris/
https://diplomacy.state.gov/people/patricia-roberts-harris/


● NMAD- African American Trailblazers in Diplomacy
● NMAD- African American History Month

Primary Sources
● Oral History, Lyndon Baines Johnson Presidential Library

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast
● National Museum of African American History and Culture Blog Post

Haynes, Jr., Ulric St. Claire- Assisted in Negotiating the Release of the Americans
Held Hostage in Iran
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to Algeria (1977-1981)
Primary Sources

● The Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training Oral History
● Files of Ulric Haynes, work on the National Security Council, Lyndon Baines

Johnson Library
Additional Online Resources

● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Hicks, John F.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Ethiopia, Liberia, Malawi, Zambia
● U.S. Ambassador to Eritrea (1996-1997)

Additional Online Sources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Hicks, Sr.,  Irvin
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Gabon, Mali, Central African Republic, East Germany, Togo
● U.S. Ambassador to Seychelles (1985-1987)
● Deputy Representative of the United States of America to the Security

Council in the United Nations, with the rank of Ambassador (1992-1993)
● U.S. Ambassador to Ethiopia (1994-1996)
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https://diplomacy.state.gov/event-recaps/african-american-trailblazers-in-diplomacy/
https://diplomacy.state.gov/u-s-diplomacy-stories/african-american-history-month/
https://www.discoverlbj.org/item/oh-harrisp-19690519-1-74-282
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/harris-patricia-roberts
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/harris-patricia-roberts-1924-1985/
https://nmaahc.si.edu/blog-post/higher-standard-patricia-roberts-harris
http://www.adst.org/OH%20TOCs/Haynes,%20Ulric,%20Jr.%20toc.pdf?_ga=2.216901462.1180746166.1613506967-131030654.1611766460
https://www.discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/pres/nsf#haynes
https://www.discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/pres/nsf#haynes
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/haynes-ulric-st-clair
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/haynes-ulric-st-clair-jr-1931/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/hicks-john-f
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/people-african-american-history/hicks-john-f-1949/


Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast
● “60 Years of Service:  An American Diplomat’s Short Story”

Hogan, Dereck
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to Moldova (2018-Present as of 2021)
Media Resources

● Virtual Q&A with Ambassador Dereck Hogan, 2020
Additional Online Resources

● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● American Foreign Service Association- Political Profile

Holland, Ph.D., Jerome H.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to Sweden (1970-1972)
Primary Sources

● Library of Congress
● Jerome Holland Papers, Cornell University Library

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Hopkins, Moses A.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Minister to Liberia (1885-1886)
Secondary Sources

● Washington Post--Hopkins name was added to the State Department’s
memorial plaque in May 2021

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● NCPedia
● NC Department of Natural and Cultural Resources
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https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/hicks-irvin
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/hicks-irvin-1938/
https://www.state.gov/dipnote-u-s-department-of-state-official-blog/60-years-of-service-an-american-diplomats-short-story/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/hogan-dereck-j
https://www.facebook.com/AHChisinau/videos/virtual-qa-with-the-ambassador-dereck-j-hogan/1187686984912642/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/hogan-dereck-j
https://www.afsa.org/sites/default/files/iuse_profile_political_officer_russia.pdf
https://www.loc.gov/item/2020724592/
https://rmc.library.cornell.edu/EAD/htmldocs/RMA02727.html
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/holland-jerome-heartwell
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/holland-jerome-heartwell-1916-1985/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/hopkins-moses-aaron
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/hopkins-moses-aaron
https://www.ncpedia.org/hopkins-moses-aaron
https://www.ncdcr.gov/blog/2014/09/11/moses-hopkins-from-slavery-to-liberia-via-franklinton


Hunt, William H.-Consular Service pre-1924; appointed to the Foreign Service in
1924
Diplomatic Service (1897-1927)--serving as Vice Consul and U.S. Consul

● Madagascar, France, Guadeloupe-West Indies, Azores, Liberia
Media Resources

● NPR Audio Story
Secondary Sources

● Adele Logan Alexander, Parallel Worlds:  The Remarkable Gibbs-Hunts and the
Enduring (In)signifance of Melanin (Charlottesville, VA:  UVA Press, 2012)

Primary Sources
● William Henry Hunt Papers Howard University

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Holloway, Anne F.-Worked extensively with Ambassador Young/United Nations
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to Mali (1979-1981)
Additional Online Resources

● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast
● Meridian Blog

Hubert, Giles  One of the first African American Foreign Service Officers
Primary Sources

● Papers of Giles Hubert, Amistad Research Center, Tulane University, New
Orleans, LA

Huggins, Joseph
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Soviet Union, Kenya, Guinea, Togo, and Jordan
● U.S. Ambassador to Botswana (2002-2005)

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast
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https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=123565407
https://dh.howard.edu/finaid_manu/102/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/holland-jerome-heartwell
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/hunt-william-henry-1863-1951/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/holloway-anne-forrester
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/holloway-anne-forrester-1941-2006/
https://blog.meridian.org/forums/u-s-ambassador-anne-forrester/
https://amistad-finding-aids.tulane.edu/repositories/2/resources/757
https://amistad-finding-aids.tulane.edu/repositories/2/resources/757
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/huggins-joseph
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/huggins-joseph-1951/


James, Charles A.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Ghana, Uganda, Thailand, Vietnam, Pakistan
● U.S. Ambassador to Niger (1976-1979)

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Primary Sources
● Image at the University of California

James, Malika
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Jamaica, Nigeria, Zimbabwe, South Sudan
● U.S. Ambassador to Swaziland (2012-2016)

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast
● Women’s Health
● U.S. House of Representatives Biography
● Ambassador’s Visit to Eritrea

Primary Source
● Washington Post Letter to Editor

Jeter, Howard F.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Tanzania, Lesotho, Namibia, Mozambique
● U.S. Ambassador to Botswana (1993-1996)
● U.S. Special Envoy to Liberia (1996-1997)
● Ambassador to Nigeria (2001-2003)

Primary Sources
● University of South Carolina Oral History
● U.S. Department of State, Ambassador Howard Jeter, Deputy Assistant

Secretary for African Affairs, Testimony Before the House International
Relations Committee, "Nigeria: On the Democracy Path?," Subcommittee on
Africa, August 3, 1999, Washington, DC

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
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https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/james-charles-a
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/james-charles-1922/
https://calisphere.org/item/b0dc7c2f6db4db9277526748a3a6a8e5/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/james-makila
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/james-makila-1957/
https://2009-2017.state.gov/s/ghd/women/index.htm
https://www.congress.gov/116/meeting/house/109727/witnesses/HHRG-116-FA16-Bio-JamesM-20190625.pdf
https://er.usembassy.gov/u-s-deputy-assistant-secretary-for-african-affairs-ambassador-makila-james-visited-eritrea-from-december-14-16/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/inatl/longterm/richburg/reaction.htm
https://2001-2009.state.gov/outofdate/bios/j/8834.htm
https://digital.tcl.sc.edu/digital/collection/tomcrosby/id/203/
https://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/africa.htm
https://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/africa.htm
https://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/africa.htm
https://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/africa.htm
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/jeter-howard-franklin-1947/


● BlackPast

Johnson, Gregory Lee
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Consul-General Osaka-Kobe, Japan (1989-1992)
● U.S. Ambassador to Swaziland (2000-2001)

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Jones, John M.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Honduras, Burkina Faso, Belgium, Thailand, Dominican Republic, Costa
Rica

● Special Advisor for the Office of the Coordinator for Stabilization and
Reconstruction, Iraq; Provincial Reconstruction Team Leader, Diyala
Province, Iraq

● U.S. Ambassador to Guyana (2008-2010)
Primary Sources

● The Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training Oral History
● Statement to the Senate Foreign Relations Committee at Ambassadorial

Nomination
Additional Online Resources

● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Jones, William B.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● France
● U.S. Ambassador to Haiti (1977-1980)

Primary Sources:
● The Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training Foreign Affairs Oral

History Project
● LA Times Article
● U.S. and Haitian Trade Relations
● U.S. and Haitian Textile Trades

Additional Online Resources
● BlackPast
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https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/jeter-howard-franklin-1947/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/johnson-gregory-l
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/johnson-gregory-lee-1945/
https://2001-2009.state.gov/r/pa/ei/biog/108991.htm
https://adst.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/Jones-John-M.pdf
https://www.foreign.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/JonesTestimony080618a.pdf
https://www.foreign.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/JonesTestimony080618a.pdf
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/jones-john-melvin
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/jones-john-melvin-1944/
https://adst.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/Jones-William-B.toc_.pdf
https://adst.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/Jones-William-B.toc_.pdf
http://faculty.webster.edu/corbetre/haiti-archive/msg03522.html
https://docs.wto.org/gattdocs/q/GG/TEXSB/394.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/gattdocs/q/GG/COMTEXSB/570.PDF
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/jones-william-b-1928/


● American Presidency Project Biography

Jones, Richard L.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to Liberia (1955-1959)
Additional Online Resources

● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast
● Chicago Dedicates Park

Jordan, Mosina H.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Belize, Barbados, Jamaica
● U.S. Ambassador to the Central African Republic (1995-1997)

Primary Sources
● The Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training Oral History

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Joseph, James A.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to South Africa (1995-1999)
Additional Online Resources

● BlackPast
● “U.S. Ambassador James A. Joseph on His Lifelong Fight for Equality,”

Sarasota Magazine, 3 September 2020.

Keith, Kenton Wesley
Domestic and Overseas Diplomatic Service

● (USIA) Lebanon, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Morocco, Syria
● 1977 transfer to State Department, served as FSO: Brazil, France, Egypt
● U.S. Ambassador to Qatar (1992)
● USIA Director (1995-1997)
● Special Envoy to Islamabad, Pakistan (2001)

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
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https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/united-states-ambassador-haiti-nomination-william-b-jones
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/jones-richard-lee
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/jones-richard-lee-1893-1975/#:~:text=Richard%20Jones%20was%20a%20decorated,of%20Science%20(circa%201914).
https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/breaking/ct-national-guard-armory-1017-20201017-pe7kqprfvze4lahpkh73f75myy-story.html
https://adst.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/Jordan-Mosina-H.pdf
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/jordan-mosina-h
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/jordan-mosina-h-1943/#:~:text=In%201995%2C%20career%20Foreign%20Service,credentials%20on%20November%2029%2C%201995.
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/joseph-james-1935/
https://www.sarasotamagazine.com/news-and-profiles/2020/09/u-s-ambassador-james-a-joseph
https://www.sarasotamagazine.com/news-and-profiles/2020/09/u-s-ambassador-james-a-joseph
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/keith-kenton-wesley


● BlackPast

Knox, Ph.D., Clinton E.-Former OSS Officer, Joined Foreign Service in 1954, First
African American Secretary to U.S. Mission NATO
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Honduras, France; U.S. Mission NATO
● U.S. Ambassador to West African Republic of Dahomey (1964-1969) [now

Benin]
● U.S. Ambassador to Haiti (1969-1973)

Secondary Sources
● Eleanor Sullivan Wainstein, The Kidnapping of Ambassador Clinton Knox and

Subsequent Involvement of Ward Christensen, Haiti, January 1973 (Rand
Corporation, U.S. Department of State, 1976).

Primary Sources
● Knox Family Papers at the Amistad Research Center

Media Resources
● Kidnappers of Ambassador Knox video

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast
● New York Times article describing Ambassador Knox’s 1973 kidnapping in

Haiti

Lanier, Raphael O’Hara
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to Liberia (1946-1948)
Additional Online Resources:

● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian

Langston, John Mercer: 1st Dean at Howard University Law School, 1st president
of Virginia State University, 1st Virginia Representative of Color to Congress
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Minister to Haiti
● Chargé d'Affaires to the Dominican Republic

Primary Sources:
● Langston, John Mercer. Freedom and Citizenship: Selected Lectures of Hon. John

Mercer Langston. Whitefish, MT: Kessinger Publishing Company. 2007 [1883].
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https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/keith-kenton-wesley-1939/
http://amistadresearchcenter.tulane.edu/archon/?p=creators/creator&id=1064
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pF3rXbjFkg
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/knox-clinton-everett
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/knox-clinton-e-1908-1980/
https://www.nytimes.com/1973/01/25/archives/us-envoy-in-haiti-freed-by-captors-is-exchanged-for-70000-and.html
https://www.nytimes.com/1973/01/25/archives/us-envoy-in-haiti-freed-by-captors-is-exchanged-for-70000-and.html
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/lanier-raphael-ohara


● Langston, John Mercer. From the Virginia Plantation to the National Capitol .
American Publishing Company, 1894.

Secondary Sources:
● Cheek, William and Aimee Lee Cheek. John Mercer Langston and the Fight for

Black Freedom 1829-1865 (Urbana, IN: University of Illinois Press, 1989).
● Cheek, William and Aimee Lee Cheek, "John Mercer Langston: Principle and

Politics" In Black Leaders of the Nineteenth Century, edited by Leon Litwack and
August Meier. Urbana, IN: University of Illinois Press, 1988.

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast
● Oberlin Biography
● Virginia Encyclopedia (includes pictures from Mercer’s life)
● History, Art, and Archives of the U.S. House of Representatives

Le Melle, Ph.D., Wilbert J.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to Kenya and the Seychelles (1977-1980)
Primary Sources

● The Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training
Additional Online Resources

● BlackPast

Lenhardt, Alfonso E.: First African American to serve as an officer of the
Congress
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to Tanzania (2009-2013)
Media Sources

● USAID Blog (Picture of Lenhardt)
Additional Online Resources

● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Lewis, Arthur W.: Cousin to Colin Powell
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Romania, Zambia, Ethiopia, Nigeria
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https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/langston-john-mercer
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/langston-john-mercer-1829-1897/
https://www2.oberlin.edu/external/EOG/OYTT-images/JMLangston.html
https://encyclopediavirginia.org/entries/langston-john-mercer-1829-1897/
https://history.house.gov/People/Detail/16682
https://www.adst.org/OH%20TOCs/LeMelle,%20Wilbert.toc.pdf?_ga=2.9830901.1106158244.1614183973-131030654.1611766460
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/lemelle-wilbert-j-sr-1931-2003/
https://blog.usaid.gov/2015/04/aid-pushed-to-the-forefront-of-u-s-foreign-policy/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/lenhardt-alfonso-e
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/lenhardt-alfonso-e-lenhardt-1943/


● U.S. Ambassador to Sierra Leone (1983-1986)
Primary Sources

● The Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training Oral History
Additional Online Resources

● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Lewis, Sr., Delano Eugene
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to South Africa (1999-2001)
Primary Sources

● Congressional Nomination
● Personal Papers of Delano E. Lewis

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. State Department Biography
● BlackPast
● Kansapedia

Liedesdorff, William (1810-1848)
Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Vice Consul to Mexico, Yerba Buena [later San Francisco] (1845-?)
Primary Sources

● California Historical Society Finding Aid

Locker, Jesse D.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to Liberia (1953-1955)
Additional Online Resources

● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Mathieu, Gail Denise
Overseas Diplomatic Service
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https://www.adst.org/OH%20TOCs/Lewis,%20Arthur%20W%20.toc.pdf
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/lewis-arthur-winston
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/lewis-arthur-w-1926/
https://www.congress.gov/nomination/106th-congress/354
https://archives.lib.ku.edu/repositories/3/resources/3603
https://1997-2001.state.gov/about_state/biography/lewis_safrica.html
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/ambassador-delano-eugene-lewis-1938/
https://www.kshs.org/kansapedia/delano-lewis/12130.webloc
https://oac.cdlib.org/findaid/ark:/13030/c80k29kg/entire_text/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/locker-jesse-dwight
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/locker-jessie-dwight-1891-1955/


● Switzerland, Saudi Arabia, France, Trinidad and Tobago, Dominican
Republic, Ghana

● U.S. Ambassador to Niger (2002-2005)
● U.S.  Ambassador to Namibia ( 2007-2010)

Media Resources
● Ambassador visits Reservists in Niger

Additional Online Resources
● BlackPast
● U.S. State Department Office of the Historian
● BlackFacts

McGann, C. Steven
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Taiwan, Zaire, South Africa, Australia, Kenya
● U.S. Mission to the UN member (1998-2000)
● U.S. Ambassador to Jiji, Kiribati, Tonga, Nauru, Tuvalu (2008-2011)
● Temporary Charge d’Affaires to Timor-Leste (2014)

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast
● National Bureau of Asian Research Interview

McGee, James David
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Nigeria, Pakistan, The Hague, India, Jamaica, Côte d’Ivoire
● U.S. Ambassador to Swaziland (2002-2004)
● U.S. Ambassador to Madagascar  (2004-2007)
● U.S. Ambassador to Comoros Islands (2006-Appointed did not serve)
● U.S. Ambassador to Zimbabwe (2007-2009)

Media Resources
● “Taking Leadership Overseas”

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

McHenry, Donald
Domestic and Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Department of State Office of Dependent Area Affairs (1963-1971)
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https://www.af.mil/News/Photos/igphoto/2000589529/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/mathieu-gail-dennise-1951/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/mathieu-gail-dennise-thomas
https://blackfacts.com/f/7905
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/mcgann-c-steven
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/mcgann-c-steven-1951/
https://www.nbr.org/publication/developing-a-comprehensive-u-s-policy-for-the-pacific-islands/
https://2001-2009.state.gov/outofdate/bios/m/7995.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tLnh7fl9Zeo
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/mcgee-james-d
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/mcgee-james-d-1949/


● Deputy Representative to the United Nations Security Council (1977-1979)
● U.S. Permanent Representative to the United Nations with Rank of

Ambassador (1979-1981)
● Special Envoy to Nigeria (1994-1996)

Media Resources
● “Understanding Our New World Series,” with Ambassador McHenry, Paul

Simon Public Policy Institute
Primary Sources

● The Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training Oral History (1993)
● The Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training Oral History (1998)

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

McKune, Elizabeth
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Oman, Egypt, Israel, Lebanon, Tunisia, Iraq, Great Britain
● U.S. Ambassador to Qatar (1998-2001)

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Moseley-Braun, Carol-First African American Woman U.S. Senator
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to New Zealand and Samoa (1998-2001)
Other Online Resources

● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Moose, George E.-First African American to Hold Post of Assistant Secretary for
African Affairs (1993-1997)
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Vietnam, Barbados
● U.S. Ambassador to Benin (1983-1986)
● U.S. Ambassador to Senegal (1988-1991)
● Representative of the U.S. to the European Office of the UN (1997-2001)

Media Resources
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kpi9z0zCbvg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kpi9z0zCbvg
http://www.adst.org/OH%20TOCs/McHenry,%20Donald%20F.1993.toc.pdf?_ga=2.7691378.1180746166.1613506967-131030654.1611766460
http://www.adst.org/OH%20TOCs/McHenry,%20Donald%20F.toc.pdf?_ga=2.247825607.1180746166.1613506967-131030654.1611766460
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/mchenry-donald-f
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/mchenry-donald-franchot-1936/
https://1997-2001.state.gov/about_state/biography/mckune_qatar.html
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/mckune-elizabeth-davenport
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/mckune-elizabeth-davenport-1947/
https://1997-2001.state.gov/about_state/biography/moseley-b_c_newzealand.html
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/moseley-braun-carol
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/braun-carol-moseley-1947/


● NPR Interview “Ghosts of Rwanda”
Additional Online Resources

● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Morrow, John H.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to Guinea (1959-1961)
● Alternate U.S. Delegate to the United Nations (1961)
● Minister, U.S. Permanent Representative to UNESCO (1961-1963)

Secondary Sources
● Morrow, John H. First American Ambassador to Guinea . New Brunswick:

Rutgers University Press, 1968.
Primary Sources

● The Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training Oral History

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Mushingi, Tuli
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Malaysia, Mozambique, Zambia, Morocco,Tanzania,  Ethiopia
● U.S. Ambassador to Burkina Faso (2013-2016)
● U.S. Ambassador to Senegal and U.S. Ambassador to Guinea-Bissau (2017-)

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. State Department Office of the Historian
● U.S. Embassy of Senegal
● BlackPast

Myrick, Bismark
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● South Africa, Somalia
● U.S. Ambassador to Lesotho (1995–1998)
● U.S. Ambassador to Liberia (1999–2002)

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● National Defense University
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https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/ghosts/interviews/moose.html
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/moose-george-edward
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/moose-george-e-1944/
http://www.adst.org/OH%20TOCs/Morrow,%20John%20Howard.toc.pdf?_ga=2.179210212.1180746166.1613506967-131030654.1611766460
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/morrow-john-howard
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/morrow-john-howard-1910-2000/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/mushingi-tulinabo-salama
https://sn.usembassy.gov/our-relationship/our-ambassador/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/mushingi-tulinabo-salama-1957/
https://2001-2009.state.gov/outofdate/bios/m/8829.htm
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/myrick-bismarck
https://capstone.ndu.edu/Senior-Fellows/Article-View/Article/566541/myrick-bismarck/


● BlackPast
● VA Biography

Nelson, Charles J.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to Botswana, Lesotho, and Swaziland (1971-1974)
Additional Online Resources

● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast
● The Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training Oral History

Nesbitt, Wanda L.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Haiti, France, Rwanda, Tanzania
● U.S. Ambassador to Madagascar (2001-2004)
● U.S. Ambassador to Cote d’Ivoire (2007-2010)
● U.S. Ambassador to Namibia (2010-2013)

Primary Resources
● Ambassador Nesbitt’s Statement to the Senate Foreign Relations Committee

on Her Nomination as Ambassador to Namibia (2010)
● Image

Media Resources
● Interview with The Politic (2013)

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Nichols, Brian A.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Peru, El Salvador, Mexico, Indonesia, Colombia
● U.S. Ambassador to Peru (2014-2017)
● U.S. Ambassador to Zimbabwe (2018-[Feb 2021 nominee for Assistant

Secretary of Western Hemisphere Affairs])
Media Resources

● “In Conversation with Trevor” interview on Zimbabwe policy (2019)
Additional Online Resources

● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast
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https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/myrick-bismarck-1940/
https://blogs.va.gov/VAntage/47315/army-veteran-bismarck-myrick/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/nelson-charles-joseph
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/nelson-charles-joseph-1921-2011/
https://www.adst.org/OH%20TOCs/Nelson,%20Charles%20J.1991.toc.pdf
https://2001-2009.state.gov/r/pa/ei/biog/93399.htm
https://www.foreign.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Wanda%20Nesbitt010922a.pdf
https://www.foreign.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Wanda%20Nesbitt010922a.pdf
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wanda_L_Nesbitt_ambassador.jpg
https://thepoliticbackend.org/an-interview-with-wanda-l-nesbitt-u-s-ambassador-to-namibia/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/nesbitt-wanda-l
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/wanda-l-nesbitt-1956/
https://2009-2017.state.gov/r/pa/ei/biog/233111.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_RudQyah7WI
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/nichols-brian-a
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/nichols-brian-1965/


Nix-Hines, Crystal
Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to the UN Educational, Scientific, and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) (2014-2017)

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian

O.Neal, Adrienne S.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Italy, Argentina, Mozambique, Brazil, Portugal
● U.S. Ambassador to Cabo Verde (2011-2015)

Primary Resources
● Image
● 2011 Statement to the Senate Foreign Relations Committee on

Ambassadorial Nomination to Cabo Verde
Media Resources

● 2013 Interview with The Politic
● 2018 Africa Policy Journal Interview

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Page, Susan
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Rwanda, Kenya, Botswana, work with the United Nations overseas
● First U.S. Ambassador to South Sudan (2011-2014)

Media Resources
● 2020 Notre Dame Interview
● 2013 Interview with The Politic

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Palmer, Ph.D., Larry
Overseas Diplomatic Service
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https://2009-2017.state.gov/r/pa/ei/biog/252376.htm
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/nix-hines-crystal
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ambassador_Adrienne_S._O%E2%80%99Neal.jpg
https://www.foreign.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/O'Neal%20final.pdf
https://www.foreign.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/O'Neal%20final.pdf
https://thepoliticbackend.org/an-interview-with-adrienne-s-oneal-u-s-ambassador-to-cape-verde/
https://apj.hkspublications.org/susan-page/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/oneal-adrienne-s
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/o-neal-adrienne-s-1954/
https://keough.nd.edu/a-conversation-with-ambassador-susan-d-page-on-her-diplomatic-career/
https://thepolitic.org/an-interview-with-susan-d-page-u-s-ambassador-to-south-sudan/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/page-susan
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/page-susan-denise-1964/


● Dominican Republic, Uruguay, Paraguay, Sierra Leone, Korea, Ecuador
● U.S. Ambassador to Honduras (2002-2005)
● U.S. Ambassador to Concurrent Appointments:  Antigua, Barbuda, St. Lucia,

St. Vincent and the Grenadines, St. Kitts, Nevis, Dominica, Grenada,
Barbados (2012-2016)

● Appointed U.S. Ambassador to Venezuela (2010-never served;
then-President Hugo Chavez refused to allow Ambassador Palmer to take
post)

Primary Resources
● 2012 Statement to the Senate Foreign Relations Committee

Media Resources
● 2013 Interview with The Politic

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Palmer, Ronald D.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Indonesia, Malaysia, Denmark
● U.S. Ambassador to Togo (1976-1978)
● U.S. Ambassador to Malaysia (1981-1983)
● U.S. Ambassador to Mauritius (1986-1989)

Primary Sources
● The Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training Oral History

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast
● 1998 American Diplomacy, “Parallel Comments on U.S.-Indonesian Affairs”

Parker, Maurice S.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Guyana, Spain, Mexico, Scotland, Nigeria
● U.S. Ambassador to Swaziland (2007-2009)

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Perkins, Edward J.
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https://www.foreign.senate.gov/download/larry-palmer-testimony
https://thepolitic.org/an-interview-with-larry-l-palmer-u-s-ambassador-to-barbados/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/page-susan-denise-1964/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/palmer-larry-l-1949/
http://www.adst.org/OH%20TOCs/Palmer,%20Ronald.toc.pdf?_ga=2.214410071.1180746166.1613506967-131030654.1611766460
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/palmer-ronald-dewayne
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/people-african-american-history/palmer-ronald-dewayne-1932-2014/
https://americandiplomacy.web.unc.edu/1998/01/parallel-comments-on-us-indonesian-affairs/
https://2001-2009.state.gov/r/pa/ei/biog/91644.htm
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/parker-maurice-s
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/parker-maurice-s-1949/
https://diplomacy.state.gov/u-s-diplomacy-stories/8-lessons-in-diplomacy-from-ambassador-edward-j-perkins/


Overseas Diplomatic Service
● Thailand, Ghana, Liberia
● U.S. Ambassador to Liberia (1985-1986)
● U.S. Ambassador to South Africa (1986-1989)
● Director General of the Foreign Service (domestic assignment, 1989-1992)
● U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations (1992-1993)
● U.S. Ambassador to Australia (1993-1996)

Media Resources
● National Museum of American Diplomacy Program; the Legacy of

Ambassador Edward J. Perkins: Reflections on Families in the Diplomatic
Service

● United Nations Audiovisual Library
Secondary Sources

● Edward J. Perkins, Mr. Ambassador:  Warrior for Peace (Norman, OK: University
of Oklahoma Press, 2006).

● “Warrior for Peace,” State Magazine, April 2021.
● The Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training: Celebrating the

Leadership of America’s Ambassadors of African Descent

Primary Sources
● Ronald Reagan Presidential Library--Nomination of Ambassador Perkins
● “Pioneer, Bridge Builder and Statesman--a Conversation with Ambassador

Edward J. Perkins, Foreign Service Journal (December 2020).
Additional Online Resources

● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Perry, Robert C.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Vietnam, Mauritius, Bolivia, Mexico, Ethiopia, Chile
● U.S. Ambassador to Central African Republic (1998-2001)

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Perry, June Carter
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Madagascar, Central African Republic, Zambia, Zimbabwe, France
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u79ftQ5muRQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u79ftQ5muRQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u79ftQ5muRQ
https://www.unmultimedia.org/avlibrary/search/search.jsp?sort=cdate_desc&ptag=EDWARD+J.+PERKINS&
https://statemag.state.gov/2021/04/0421feat01/
https://adst.org/inside-foggy-bottom/celebrating-the-leadership-of-americas-ambassadors-of-african-descent/
https://adst.org/inside-foggy-bottom/celebrating-the-leadership-of-americas-ambassadors-of-african-descent/
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/speech/nominations-and-appointments-september-30-1986
https://www.afsa.org/pioneer-bridge-builder-and-statesman-conversation-ambassador-edward-j-perkins
https://www.afsa.org/pioneer-bridge-builder-and-statesman-conversation-ambassador-edward-j-perkins
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/perkins-edward-joseph
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/perkins-edward-joseph-jr-1928/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/perry-robert-cephas
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/perry-robert-c-1945/
https://2001-2009.state.gov/r/pa/pl/ngo/30679.htm


● U.S. Ambassador to Lesotho (2004-2007)
● U.S. Ambassador to Sierra Leone (2007-2009)

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast
● Africare
● Encyclopedia of Arkansas
● Mt. Holyoke College Biography

Reinhardt, John E.
Overseas and Domestic Diplomatic Service

● Japan, Philippines, Iran
● Asst. Director of United States Information Agency Africa and Far East

(1966-1971)
● U.S. Ambassador to Nigeria (1971-1975)
● Assistant Secretary for the Bureau of Public Affairs (1975-1977)
● Director of the United States Information Agency (1977-1980)

Primary Sources
● The Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training Oral History
● John E. Reinhardt Papers, Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library, Ann Arbor,

MI
● Image
● General from WorldCat

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast
● John Kirby, “Remembering John Reinhardt:  A Pioneer in Public Diplomacy”

Perry, Cynthia Shepard
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Sierra Leone, Ghana, Nigeria, and Liberia, Ethiopia,Kenya, Nigeria, Zambia
● U.S. Ambassador to Sierra Leone (1986-1989)
● U.S. Ambassador to Burundi. (1989-1993)

Primary Sources
● Perry, Cynthia Shepard. All Things Being Equal: One Woman's Journey.

Houston, TX: Stonecrest International Publishers, 1998.
● Shepard Personal Papers
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https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/perry-june-carter
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/perry-june-carter-perry-1943/
https://www.africare.org/who-we-are/board-of-directors/ambassador-june-carter-perry-ret/
https://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/entries/june-carter-perry-8880/
https://www.mtholyoke.edu/wcl/events/ambassador-june-carter-perry
http://adst.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Reinhardt-John-E.pdf
https://www.fordlibrarymuseum.gov/library/guides/findingaid/reinhardt.asp
https://www.fordlibrarymuseum.gov/library/guides/findingaid/reinhardt.asp
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:John_E._Reinhardt.jpg
http://www.worldcat.org/identities/lccn-n88614478/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/reinhardt-john-edward
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/reinhardt-john-edward-1920/
https://medium.com/foggy-bottom/remembering-john-reinhardt-a-pioneer-in-public-diplomacy-d083a484ca4a
http://scua.library.umass.edu/umarmot/perry-cynthia-shepard/


● UMASS People Profiles
Secondary Sources

● Ambassador Dr. Cynthia Shepard Perry: A Sycamore Destined for Greatness
Additional Online Resources

● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Pierce, Roger D.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Mexico, Chile, India, Turkey, Netherlands, Egypt, Honduras
● U.S. Ambassador to Cape Verde (2005-2007)

Primary Sources
● Image

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of the Historian
● BlackPast

Powell, Colin L.-First African American Secretary of State
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Secretary of State (2001-2005)
Additional Online Resources

● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Ragsdale, Marguerita
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Kuwait, Somalia
● U.S. Ambassador to Djibouti (2004-2006)

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast
● Virginia Interscholastic Association
● Black Facts

Ray, Charles Aaron
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● China, Thailand, Sierra Leone, Vietnam
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https://profiles.umass.edu/video/ambassador-cynthia-shepard-perry
https://www.indstate.edu/sites/default/files/media/student-affairs/images/ambassador-cynthia-shepard-perry-essay.pdf
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/perry-cynthia-shepart
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/perry-cynthia-shepard-1928/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Roger_D._Pierce,_US_ambassador_to_Cape_Verde.jpg
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/pierce-roger-dwayne
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/roger-dwayne-pierce-1951/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/powell-colin-luther
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/powell-colin-1937/
https://2001-2009.state.gov/outofdate/bios/r/36520.htm
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/ragsdale-marguerita-dianne
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/ragsdale-marguerita-1948/
https://viastory.org/hall-fame/marguerita-ragsdale
https://www.blackfacts.com/fact/ragsdale-marguerita-1948


● U.S. Ambassador to Cambodia (2002-2005)
● U.S. Ambassador to Zimbabwe (2009-2012)

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Reddick, Eunice
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Zimbabwe, Tanzania, China, Taiwan
● U.S. Ambassador to Gabon and São Tomé and Príncipe (2008-2010)
● U.S. Ambassador to Niger (2014-2017)

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast
● U.S. State Department Blog: Appointment to Niger

Reed, Frankie A.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Kenya, Cameroon, Senegal, Guinea
● U.S. ambassador to Kiribati, Tuvalu, Fiji, Nauru, Tonga (2011-2015)

Primary Sources
● Interview with Ambassador Reed

Media Sources
● Picture of Ambassador Reed

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. State Department Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Reed-Rowe, Helen
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Ecuador, Jamaica, Niger, Republic of the Marshall Islands
● U.S. Ambassador to Palau (2010)

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast
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https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/ray-charles-aaron
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/ray-charles-aaron-1945/
https://2001-2009.state.gov/r/pa/ei/biog/95691.htm
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/reddick-eunice-s
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/reddick-eunice-s-1951/
https://2009-2017.state.gov/r/pa/ei/biog/229702.htm
https://thepolitic.org/an-interview-with-frankie-a-reed-u-s-ambassador-to-fiji/
https://au.usembassy.gov/our-relationship/cg-frankie-reed/frankie-reed/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/reed-frankie-annette
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/reed-frankie-1954/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/reed-rowe-helen-patricia
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/reed-rowe-helen-patricia
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/reed-rowe-helen-1949/


Render, Arlene
Overseas and Selected Domestic Diplomatic Service

● Ivory Coast, Iran, Italy, Zaire, Jamaica, Ghana
● U.S. Ambassador to Gambia (1990-1993)
● Director of the Office of Central African Affairs during the Rwandan

Genocide in 1994
● U.S. Ambassador to Zambia (1996-1999)
● U.S. Ambassador to Cote d’Ivoire (2001-2004)

Media Resources:
● C-SPAN

Primary Sources
● The Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training Oral History

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Rhodes, J. Steven
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to Zimbabwe (1989-1990)
Additional Online Resources

● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Rossell, Idris.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Worked with Department of State on EEO issues
Primary Sources

● Harvard.edu Interview Transcript, 1974
● Harvard.edu Interview, Audiotape 1974
● Idris Rossell Collection, Barnard Archives and Special Collections

Rice, Ph.D., Condoleeza-First African American Woman Secretary of State
Secondary Sources

● Bumiller, Elisabeth. “Condoleeza Rice: An American Life, A Biography.” (
New York, NY. Penguin Random House. 2009).

● Rice, Condoleeza. “Condoleeza Rice: A Memoir of my Extraordinary,
Ordinary Family and Me.” (Canada, Ember Publishing. 2010).
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https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/render-arlene
https://www.c-span.org/person/?arlenerender
https://adst.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Render-Arlene.pdf
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/render-arlene
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/render-arlene-1943/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/rhodes-j-steven
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https://hollisarchives.lib.harvard.edu/repositories/8/archival_objects/1564673
https://hollisarchives.lib.harvard.edu/repositories/8/archival_objects/1564674
https://collections.barnard.edu/public/repositories/2/resources/318
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/rice-condoleezza


● Rice, Condoleeza. “Democracy: Stories from the Long Road to Freedom.”
(New York, NY. Grand Central Publishing. 2018).

● Rice, Condoleeza. “Extraordinary, Ordinary People. A Memoir of Family.”
New York, NY. Crown Publishing Group. 2010).

● Rice, Condoleeza. “No Higher Honor: A Memoir of My Years in
Washington.” (New York, NY. Crown Publishing Group. 2011).

Media Resources
● C-SPAN
● Condoleeza Rice Remembers George Shultz, MSNBC

Additional Online Resources:
● Stanford Global Studies Division, Bio
● Womenshistory.org

Rice, Ph.D., Susan
Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations
Primary Sources

● Rice Susan. “Tough Love: My Story of the Things Worth Fighting For.” (New
York, NY. Simon and Schuster Publishing. 2019).

● United States Institute of Peace: Transcript
Media Resources

● C-SPAN
● PBS.org
● Politics and Prose Segment- “Tough Love” with Madeleine Albright

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Robinson, Todd D.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Albania, Bolivia, Colombia, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Italy, Spain
● U.S. Ambassador to Guatemala (2014-2017)

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Rowan, Carl
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https://www.c-span.org/person/?condoleezzarice
https://www.msnbc.com/andrea-mitchell-reports/watch/condoleezza-rice-remembers-george-shultz-we-re-all-better-for-the-100-years-that-he-lived-100698181651
https://tec.fsi.stanford.edu/people/condoleezza_rice
https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/condoleezza-rice
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/rice-susan
https://www.usip.org/transcript-address-amb-susan-rice
https://www.c-span.org/person/?susanrice
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/tag/susan-rice
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sE_ajEyP6zI
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/rice-susan
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/rice-susan-elizabeth-1964/
https://2009-2017.state.gov/r/pa/ei/biog/233109.htm
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/robinson-todd-d
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/robinson-todd-d-1963/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/rowan-carl-thomas


Overseas Diplomatic Service
● U.S. Ambassador to Finland (1963-1964)
● African American Director to U.S. Information Agency (1964-1965)

Media Resources
● C-SPAN

Secondary Sources
● Krenn, Michael L.  “Carl Rowan and the Dilemma of Civil Rights,

Propaganda, and the Cold War.” In African Americans in U.S. Foreign Policy:
From the Era of Frederick Douglass to the Age of Obama , eds. Linda Heywood, et
al. (Urbana:  University of Illinois Press, 2015):58-80.

Primary Sources
● Papers of Carl T. Rowan, Archives of Oberlin College, Oberlin, OH.
● Rowan, Carl T. Breaking the Barriers: A Memoir. Boston: Little, Brown, 1991.
● Rowan, Carl T. The Pitiful and the Proud.  New York: Random House, 1956.

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Sampson, Edith
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● First African American named to the United States Delegation to the United
Nations (1950)

Primary Sources
● Papers of Edith Spurlock Sampson, 1927-1979, Schlesinger Library, Radcliffe

Institute, Cambridge, MA.
● “Address by Edith Sampson,” at the United Negro College Fund Symposium

“Color in Democracy,” 18 Nov. 1952, Papers of the United Negro College
Fund (microfiche ed.), frame no. 3179, Library of Congress.

Additional Online Resources
● NMAD- African American History Month
● BlackPast

Segars, Joseph M.
Diplomatic Overseas Service

● Liberia, Sierra Leone, South Africa, Tanzania
● U.S. Ambassador to Cape Verde (1992-1996)

Primary Sources
● Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training, oral history
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https://www.c-span.org/person/?carlrowan
https://standarchives.com/collections-2/collections-by-institution/oberlin/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/rowan-carl-thomas
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/rowan-carl-t-1925-2000/
https://hollisarchives.lib.harvard.edu/repositories/8/resources/9928
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https://diplomacy.state.gov/u-s-diplomacy-stories/african-american-history-month/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/sampson-edith-spurlock-1901-1979/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/segars-joseph-monroe
https://adst.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/Segars-Joseph.pdf


● Historymakers.org
Additional Online Resources

● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Sharpless, Mattie R.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to the Central African Republic (2001-2003)
Primary Sources

● Oral History, The Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training
Media Resources

● Photos from the Mattie R. Sharpless Highway Dedication Ceremony
Additional Online Resources

● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Skinner, Elliott
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to Upper Volta (1966)
Primary Sources

● The Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training Oral History
● Papers of Elliott Skinner, Lyndon Baines Johnson Presidential Library

Secondary Sources
● Skinner, Elliott P. “African-Americans and United States Policy Toward

Africa 1850-1924” (Howard University Press, 1992).
● Skinner, Elliott P. “The Mossi of Upper Volta” (Stanford University Press,

1964)
Additional Online Resources

● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Smith, Gentry O.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Japan, Burma, Egypt
● Director of the Office of Foreign Missions (2015-2017)

Media Resources
● C-SPAN
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https://www.thehistorymakers.org/biography/joseph-segars-38
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/segars-joseph-monroe
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/segars-joseph-monroe-1938-2014/
https://2001-2009.state.gov/r/pa/ei/rls/12437.htm
https://adst.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/Sharpless-Mattie.pdf
https://www.starnewsonline.com/photogallery/nc/20180510/news/510009984/PH/1
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/sharpless-mattie-r
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/sharpless-mattie-r-1943/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/skinner-elliott-percival
http://www.adst.org/OH%20TOCs/Skinner,%20Elliott%20Percival.toc.pdf?_ga=2.251552966.1180746166.1613506967-131030654.1611766460
https://discoverlbj.org/item/ftl-pp-skinnere
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/skinner-elliott-percival
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/skinner-elliot-percival-1924-2007/
https://2009-2017.state.gov/m/ds/131647.htm?goMobile=0
https://www.c-span.org/person/?gentrysmith


Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian

Smythe, Hugh
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● First African American ambassador named to a Middle Eastern nation, Syria
(1965-1967)

● U.S. Ambassador to Malta (1967-1969)
Primary Sources

● Papers of Hugh H. Smythe and Mabel M. Smythe, Library of Congress
Manuscripts Division

● Papers of Hugh Smythe, Lyndon Baines Johnson Presidential Library
● Smythe, Hugh and Mabel Smythe.  Report from Japan: Comments on the

Race Question.” The Crisis 59:3 (March 1952):159-164.
Secondary Sources

● Krenn, Michael L.  “Hugh Heyne Smythe and Mabel Murphy
Smythe-Haith.”  In Notable U.S. Ambassadors Since 1775: A Biographical
Dictionary, ed. Cathal J. Nolan.  (Westport, CT: Greenwood Press,
1997):319-324.

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Smythe-Haith, Mabel M.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea; Deputy Assistant
Secretary of State for African Affairs

Media Resources:
● NMAD: Trailblazers, The Legacy of African American Diplomats

Secondary Sources
● Krenn, Michael L.  “Hugh Heyne Smythe and Mabel Murphy

Smythe-Haith.”  In Notable U.S. Ambassadors Since 1775: A Biographical
Dictionary, ed. Cathal J. Nolan.  (Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1997)
:319-324.

● Smythe, Mabel M., ed. The Black American Reference Book.  Englewood Cliffs,
NJ: Prentice-Hall, 1976.
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https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/smith-gentry-o
https://2009-2017.state.gov/m/ds/131647.htm?goMobile=0
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/smythe-hugh-heyne
https://www.loc.gov/folklife/civilrights/survey/view_collection.php?coll_id=3120
https://www.loc.gov/folklife/civilrights/survey/view_collection.php?coll_id=3120
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/smythe-hugh-heyne
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/smythe-hugh-heyne-1913-1977/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N88atYgK0ok


● Smythe, Hugh and Mabel Smythe.  Report from Japan:  Comments on the
Race Question.” The Crisis 59:3 (March 1952):159-164.

Primary Sources
● The Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training Oral History (1981)
● The Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training Oral History (1986)
● Papers of Hugh H. Smythe and Mabel M. Smythe, Library of Congress

Manuscripts Division
● Mabel Smythe-Haith Papers, University of Alabama Libraries Special

Collections
Additional Online Resources

● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Snowden, Frank M.
Overseas Diplomatic Service
UNESCO, cultural attache to Rome
Primary Sources

● Snowden, Frank M. “Blacks in Antiquity: Ethiopians in the Greco-Roman
Experience.” (President and Fellows of Harvard College. 1970).

● Snowden, Frank. “Color Prejudice: The Ancient View of Blacks.” (Cambridge,
MA. Harvard University Press. 1983).

● Snowden, Frank. “The Negro in Ancient Greece.” (American Anthropologist.
1948).

Additional Online Resources
● BlackPast

Spearman, Leonard O.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to Rwanda (1988-1990)
● U.S. Ambassador to Lesotho (1991-1993)

Primary Sources
● Letter from Leonard O. Spearman to William P. Clements Jr., 1987

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Spratlen, Pamela
Overseas Diplomatic Service
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http://www.adst.org/OH%20TOCs/Smythe,%20Mabel%20Murphy.1981.toc.pdf?_ga=2.218393433.1180746166.1613506967-131030654.1611766460
http://www.adst.org/OH%20TOCs/Smith,%20Mabel%20-%201986.toc.pdf?_ga=2.208488530.1180746166.1613506967-131030654.1611766460
https://www.loc.gov/folklife/civilrights/survey/view_collection.php?coll_id=3120
https://www.loc.gov/folklife/civilrights/survey/view_collection.php?coll_id=3120
https://archives.lib.ua.edu/repositories/3/resources/3336
https://archives.lib.ua.edu/repositories/3/resources/3336
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/smythe-mabel-murphy
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/smythe-haith-mabel-murphy-1918-2006/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/snowden-frank-m-jr-1911-2007/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/spearman-leonard-h-o
https://tx.clementspapers.org/clementstx/12237
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/spearman-leonard-h-o
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/spearman-leonard-h-o-1929-2008/
https://2009-2017.state.gov/r/pa/ei/biog/164089.htm


● France, Guatemala, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Russia
● U.S. Ambassador to Uzbekistan

Primary Sources
● Council of American Ambassadors Article
● The Yale Politic Interview
● Voice of America, 2017

Media Resources
● Media Interviews

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Stanfield, Sylvia Gaye
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● China, New Zealand, Taiwan
● U.S. Ambassador to Brunei Darussalam (1999-2002)

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Stith, Charles R.
Overseas Diplomatic Services

● U.S. Ambassador to Tanzania (1998-2001)
Primary Sources

● Bucholt, Margaret and Stith, Charles R. “African Leaders State of Africa
Report.” (African Presidential Archives and Research Center at Boston
University, 2005).

● Stith, Charles. “For Such a Time as This: African Leadership Challenges.”
(Boston, MA. African Presidential Archives and Research Center at Boston
University. 2008).

● Stith, Charles. “Political Religion: A Liberal Answers the Question: Should
Politics and Religion Mix?” (Nashville, TN. Abingdon Press. 1995).

● Oral History Segment: Thehistorymakers.org
Media Resources

● SABC News
Additional Online Resources

● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
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https://www.americanambassadors.org/publications/ambassadors-review/fall-2014/democracy-in-central-asia-supporting-kyrgyzstan-s-island-of-democracy
https://thepolitic.org/an-interview-with-pamela-spratlen-u-s-ambassador-to-kazakhstan/
https://www.insidevoa.com/a/pamela-spratlen-voa-75th-anniversary-uzbekistan/3704019.html
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=pamela+spratlen+uzbekistan
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/spratlen-pamela-l
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/spratlen-pamela-l-1955/
https://2001-2009.state.gov/outofdate/bios/s/9741.htm
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/stanfield-sylvia-gaye
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/stanfield-sylvia-gaye-1943/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/stith-charles-richard
https://www.thehistorymakers.org/biography/reverend-charles-richard-stith
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TCw88qwYmtU
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/stith-charles-richard


● BlackPast

Stokes, Carl B.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to Seychelles (1994-1995)
Secondary Sources

● Moore, Leonard N., Carl B Stokes and the Rise of Black Political Power,
(Champaign, IL. University of Illinois Press, 2003).

Media Resources
● Cleveland.com: Carl B Stokes, Cleveland’s First Black Mayor

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast
● Ohio History Central

]
Taylor, Teddy B.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Guatemala, Honduras, Panama, Hungary, Solomon Islands, Vanuatu
● U.S. Ambassador to Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands, Vanuatu

(2009-2012)
Secondary Sources

● Benedict, Claus Matthias, Teddy B Taylor: United States Ambassador to Papua
New Guinea, Foreign Service Institute. (Phon Publishing, 2011).

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Thomas, Gerald E.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to Guyana (1981-1983)
● U.S. Ambassador to Kenya (1983-1986)

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast
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https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/stith-charles-r-1949/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v68z6aD4Gfs
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/stokes-carl-burton
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/stokes-carl-b-1927-1996/
https://ohiohistorycentral.org/w/Carl_B._Stokes
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/taylor-teddy-bernard
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/taylor-teddy-b-1953/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/taylor-teddy-bernard
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/thomas-gerald-e-1929/


Thomas, Jr. Harry K.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to Bangladesh (2002-2005)
● U.S. Ambassador to the Philippines (2010-2013)
● U.S. Ambassador to Zimbabwe (2015-2018)

Media Sources
● Johns Hopkins University

Additional online sources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Thomas-Greenfield, Linda
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Jamaica, Nigeria, Gambia, Kenya, Pakistan, Switzerland, Rwanda
● U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations (2021-)
● U.S. Ambassador to Liberia (2008-2012)

Media Resources
● Linda Thomas-Greenfield sworn in as U.S. Ambassador to the UN, 2021
● Linda Thomas-Greenfield presents credentials to the UN, 2021
● C-SPAN, Linda Thomas-Greenfield
● Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● APress article confirming Linda Thomas-Greenfield as UN Ambassador,

2021
● Ted Talk, 2018

Additional Online Resources
● BlackPast

Thompson, John E.W.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Minister to Haiti (1885-1889)
● Charge d’Affairs to Santo Domingo (Dominican Republic) (1885-1889)

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast
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https://2009-2017.state.gov/r/pa/ei/biog/199232.htm
https://sais.jhu.edu/news-press/event-recap/conversation-ambassador-harry-k-thomas-jr
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/thomas-harry-keels
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/thomas-harry-k-jr-1956/
https://2009-2017.state.gov/r/pa/ei/biog/189469.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1YsYWtED8uM
http://webtv.un.org/watch/linda-thomas-greenfield-united-states-presented-her-credentials-to-ant%C3%B3nio-guterres-un-secretary-general/6235356370001/?term=
https://www.c-span.org/person/?lindathomasgreenfield
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/thomas-greenfield-linda
https://apnews.com/article/linda-thomas-greenfield-confirmed-2ebb93df845e455c7200df76cf6998fd
https://apnews.com/article/linda-thomas-greenfield-confirmed-2ebb93df845e455c7200df76cf6998fd
https://www.ted.com/talks/linda_thomas_greenfield_how_i_found_strength_and_compassion_through_adversity
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/thomas-greenfield-linda-1952/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/thompson-john-edgar-west
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/people-african-american-history/thompson-john-edward-west-1855-1918/


Todman, Terence
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to Chad (1969-1972)
● U.S. Ambassador to Guinea (1972-1975)
● U.S. Ambassador to Costa Rica (1975-1977)
● Assistant Secretary of Western Hemisphere Affairs (1977-1978)
● U.S. Ambassador to Spain (1978-1983)
● U.S. Ambassador to Denmark (1983-1989)
● U.S. Ambassador to Argentina (1989-1993)

Primary Sources
● Terence Todman Papers; Currently being housed at the University of the

Virgin Islands.
Secondary Sources:

● Krenn, Michael L.  “Terence A. Todman.”  In Notable U.S. Ambassadors Since
1775: A Biographical Dictionary, ed. Cathal J. Nolan. (Westport, CT:
Greenwood Press, 1997):352-359.

Primary Sources:
● Oral History- Library of Congress, 1995

Additional Media Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast
● American Foreign Service Association

Turner, J. Milton
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to Liberia, (1871-1878)
Secondary Sources

● Barile, Mary C. “J. Milton Turner: An American Hero .” (St. Louis, Missouri,
Monograph Publishing, 2014).

● “Liberian Politics: The Portrait by African American Diplomat J. Milton
Turner.” International Journal of African Historical Studies. Boston University,
African Studies Center, 2005.

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Walker, Howard K.
Overseas Diplomatic Service
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https://www.loc.gov/item/mfdipbib001183/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/todman-terence-alphonso
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/todman-terence-1926-2014/
https://www.afsa.org/remembering-born-diplomat-and-consummate-professional
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/turner-james-milton
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/turner-james-milton-1840-1915/


● Jordan, Dar Es Salaam, Nigeria, South Africa, Tanzania,
● U.S. Ambassador to Togo (1982-1984)

Primary Sources
● Library of Congress Interview with Ambassador Howard K. Walker, 2001

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Walton, Lester A.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Minister to Liberia (1935-1946)
Primary Sources

● The New York Public Library Lester Walton Papers, 1905-1977
Secondary Sources

● Curtis, Susan. Colored Memories: A Biographer’s Quest for the Elusive Lester A.
Walton. Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 2008.

● Delton, J. “Colored Memories: A Biographer’s Quest for the Elusive Lester A.
Walton. By Susan Curtis. (Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 2008. Xvi,
290.” The Journal of American history (Bloomington, Ind.) 95, no. 4 (2009):
1216–1217.

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Washington, Ruth
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to Gambia (Appointed, awaiting confirmation 1989; Died at
Greenburgh, New York, on January 20, 1990, before going to post)

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Watson, Barbara M.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to Malaysia (1980-1981)
Primary Sources
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https://www.loc.gov/item/mfdipbib001478/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/walker-howard-kent
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/walker-howard-kent-1935/
http://archives.nypl.org/scm/20633
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/walton-lester-aglar
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/walton-lester-aglar-1882-1965/#:~:text=Lester%20Walton%20was%20a%20journalist,was%20hired%20by%20the%20St.
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/washington-ruth-v
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/washington-ruth-v-1921-1990/


● Papers of Barbara Watson, Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture,
NYC

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Watson, Diane E.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to Micronesia (1998-2001)
Additional Online Resources

● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● C-SPAN.org
● International Black Women's Public Policy Institute
● Thehistorymakers.org
● National Park Service: Civil Rights Walk of Fame
● U.S. House of Representatives

Wells, Barry L. -First African American Career Civil Service Appointed to
Ambassador Rank
Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to Gambia (2007)
Additional Online Resources

● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Welters, Beatrice
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to Trinidad and Tobago (2010-2012)
Additional Online Resources

● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast
● NYC Health and Hospitals: Beatrice Welters Breast Outreach and Navigation

Program
● Trinidad and Tobago Guardian Interview, 2012
● U.S. Senate Committee on Foreign Relations Statement
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http://archives.nypl.org/scm/20813
http://archives.nypl.org/scm/20813
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/watson-barbara-mae
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/watson-barbara-mae-1918-1983/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/watson-diane-edith
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/watson-diane-edith
https://www.c-span.org/person/?dianewatson
http://www.ibwppi.org/team-item/honorable-diane-watson/
https://www.thehistorymakers.org/biography/honorable-diane-e-watson
https://www.nps.gov/features/malu/feat0002/wof/Diane_Watson.htm
https://history.house.gov/People/Detail/24171
https://2001-2009.state.gov/r/pa/ei/biog/101728.htm
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/wells-barry-l
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/wells-barry-l-1942/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/welters-beatrice-w
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/welters-beatrice-w-1951/
https://www.nychealthandhospitals.org/bellevue/pressrelease/bellevues-breast-surgery-chief-helps-kick-off-program-for-medically-underserved-women/
https://www.nychealthandhospitals.org/bellevue/pressrelease/bellevues-breast-surgery-chief-helps-kick-off-program-for-medically-underserved-women/
https://www.guardian.co.tt/article-6.2.434526.ce4b50a77b
https://www.foreign.senate.gov/publications/download/testimony-of-beatrice-wilkinson-welters-of-virginia


Westerfield, Samuel Z.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to Liberia (1969-1972)
Additional Online Resources

● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Wharton, Clifton R.
1st African American to join Foreign Service
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Canary Islands, France, Liberia, Madagascar, Portugal, Romania
● Ambassador to Norway (1961-1964)

Media Resources
● NMAD: African American History Month

Secondary Sources
● Calkin, Homer L.  “A Reminiscence: Being Black in the Foreign Service.”

Department of State Newsletter (Feb. 1978):25-28.
● Krenn, Michael L.  “Clifton Reginald Wharton, Sr.” In Notable U.S.

Ambassadors Since 1775: A Biographical Dictionary , ed. Cathal J. Nolan.
(Westport, CT:  Greenwood Press, 1997):365-369.

Primary Sources
● Clifton Wharton, Sr., Collection, Howard Gottlieb Archival Research Center,

Boston University
● The History Makers Oral History/Boston University

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● The Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training
● The National Museum of American Diplomacy
● BlackPast

Wilkinson, Sharon P.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Brazil, Ghana, Mexico, Portugal
● U.S. Ambassador to Burkina Faso (1996-1999)
● U.S. Ambassador to Mozambique (2000-2003)

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
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https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/westerfield-samuel-zazachilds
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/westerfield-samuel-z-1920-1972/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/wharton-clifton-reginald2
https://diplomacy.state.gov/u-s-diplomacy-stories/african-american-history-month/
http://archives.bu.edu/collections/collection?id=122965
http://archives.bu.edu/collections/collection?id=122965
https://buprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=ALMA_BOSU151880790460001161&context=L&vid=BU&lang=en_US&search_scope=default_scope&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=default_tab&query=any,contains,Wharton,%20Clifton&offset=0
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/wharton-clifton-reginald2
https://adst.org/oral-history/fascinating-figures/clifton-wharton-diplomat-and-pioneer/
https://diplomacy.state.gov/people/clifton-r-wharton-sr-diplomat-university-administrator/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/wharton-sr-clifton-reginald-1899-1990/
https://2001-2009.state.gov/outofdate/bios/w/8831.htm
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/wilkinson-sharon-p


● BlackPast

Williams, Bisa
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Cape Verde, Guinea, Panama, Liberia, Sierra Leone
● U.S. Ambassador to Niger (2010-2013)

Media Resources
● Voice Of America Interview, 2019
● World to Africa: US-Africa Seminar Remarks, 2014

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Williams, Franklin H.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to Ghana (1966-1968)
Primary Sources

● The New York Public Library, Franklin H. Williams Papers
● Papers of Franklin H. Williams, Lyndon Baines Johnson Presidential Library

Media Resources
● NYCourts Franklin H. Williams Documentary

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast
● Fordham University Bio
● NYCourts.gov Bio

Williams, Sidney
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to the Bahamas (1994-1998)
Additional Online Resources

● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Wills, Mary Jo
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https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/wilkinson-sharon-p-1947/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/williams-bisa
https://www.voanews.com/media/1824741
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xAC-0jSYmyU
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/williams-bisa
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/williams-bisa-1954/
http://archives.nypl.org/scm/21220
https://www.discoverlbj.org/item/ftl-pp-williamsf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tXxlKLIjcKE
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/williams-franklin-hall
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/williams-franklin-hall-1917-1990/
https://www.fordham.edu/info/27898/alumni_of_distinction/10669/franklin_h_williams
http://ww2.nycourts.gov/ip/ethnic-fairness/williams.shtml
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/williams-sidney
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/williams-sidney-1942/


Overseas Diplomatic Service
● Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Gambia, Italy
● U.S. Ambassador to Seychelles and Mauritius (2009-2011)

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast

Withers, John L.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Lagos, Latvia, Netherlands, Nigeria, Russia
● U.S. Ambassador to Albania (2007-2010)

Secondary Sources:
● Withers, John L., Balm in Gilead: A Story from the War, (Morrisville, NC: Lulu

Press, 2020).
Additional Online Resources

● Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast
● Illyria: Albanian-American Newspaper Interview, 201

Wood, Robert A.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Austria, Germany, Mexico, Nigeria, Pakistan, South Africa
● U.S. Permanent Representative to Conference on Disarmament (2014 to

Present)
● U.S. Special Representative for Biological and Toxic Weapons Convention

(2014 to Present)
Media Resources

● Press Conference, 2018
Additional Online Resources

● BlackPast

Wilbur I. Wright
● The Association For Diplomatic Studies and Training Oral Interview

Yerby, William J.
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Consular Service. Appointed to FS in 1924.
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https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/wills-mary-jo
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/wills-mary-jo-1951/
https://2001-2009.state.gov/r/pa/ei/biog/91729.htm
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/withers-john-l
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/withers-john-lovelle-ii-1948/
http://illyriapress.com/three-us-ambassadors-and-their-love-for-albania/
https://2009-2017.state.gov/r/pa/ei/biog/231689.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k6CDrb97otY
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/wood-robert-ca-1966/
https://adst.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/Wright-Wilbur-I-Sr.pdf


● Sierra Leone
Primary Sources

● The Foreign Service Journal, 1930
● The Foreign Service Journal, 1932

Additional Online Resources
● BlackPast: African Americans Abroad
● U.S. Department of State Magazine: Celebrating Blacks in Foreign Affairs

Young, Johnny
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● Madagascar, Guinea, Kenya, Qatar, Barbados, Jordan, Netherlands, Sierra
Leone, Bahrain

● U.S. Ambassador to Slovenia 2001-2004
Secondary Sources

● Johnny Young, From the Projects to the Palace: A Diplomat’s Unlikely Journey
from the Bottom to the Top (Bloomington, IN: Xlibris Corporation, 2013).

Primary Sources
● The Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast
● Testimony on Pope Benedict XVI
● The American Academy of Diplomacy
● University of Notre Dame

Yohannes, Daniel
Overseas Diplomatic Service

● U.S. Ambassador to the Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD) (Paris, France 2014-2017)

Additional Online Resources
● U.S. Department of State Office of the Historian
● BlackPast
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http://www.afsa.org/sites/default/files/fsj-1930-12-december_0.pdf
https://www.afsa.org/sites/default/files/fsj-1932-04-april_0.pdf
https://www.blackpast.org/blog/african-americans-abroad/
https://1997-2001.state.gov/publications/statemag/statemag_feb98/featxt5.html
https://1997-2001.state.gov/about_state/biography/young.html
https://adst.org/oral-history/fascinating-figures/johnny-young-from-abject-poverty-to-chief-of-mission/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/young-johnny
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/young-johnny-1940/
http://www.popebenedictbook.com/contributors/detail/ambassador-johnny-young
https://www.academyofdiplomacy.org/member/johnny-young/
https://keough.nd.edu/ambassador-johnny-young/
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/yohannes-daniel-w
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/yohannes-daniel-w
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/yohannes-daniel-w-1952/
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